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CHAPTER ONE 
PERSONALISM 
• 
• 
• 
PERSONALISM • 
In order that any attempt to prove that the phil-
osophy of Walt Whitman is personalistic, may meet with success, 
amd may be given the intellectual respectability that a compre-
hensive treatment demands, it will be necessary that the first 
step be a rather detailed treatment of the system of philosop~y 
which has been given the specific name of personalism. Hence, 
in this first chapter, the writer will trace, briefly, the his-
toric background of the present system; give, as . succinctly as 
possible, a clear definition of it; and then elaborate, rather 
fUlly, the main theses upon which personalism may be said to 
rest. 
While it has been in comparatively recent years 
that a philosophic system of personalism, as such, has been in 
existence, it may be found, in tracing back through the centur-
ies, that personalistic beliefs and ideals had their first ex-
pression in early Greek philosophy. The first suggestion of 
any relation between pe~ sonality and nature is to be found in 
Anaxagoras, in his conception of 'thought stuff• as the force, 
purposive and self-moving, in all nat~al phenomena. In his 
affirmation that self-consciousness is the highest being,Aris-
totle may be said to have laid the foundation stones, upon 
which later philosophers were to rear the structure of personal-
2 
• 
• 
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ism. St. Augustine, who stands foremost among the forces that 
moulded and built the Christian Church, maintained that the 
uniqueness of the human soul and its inner eXJ?ei'ience were es-
sential factors in any true and vital relationship between 
man and God. Hence, for him, personality must , in and of itself, 
be the highest principle. Descartes maintained that the only 
union possible between the apparently antithetical t hought series 
and thing series, was to be found in personality. 
Up to this point, however, it is to be found that 
personality has existed as a fundamental truth, rather thru1 as 
a fundamental reality. A furthe1· step in the development of the 
system, with the idea of personality as the foundation of know-
ledge, was made by the more modern school of philosophers, of 
·whom mention may be made of Berkeley , Ijeibniz , Kant, Fichte, 
Hegel and Lotze . They all held that the starting point 9f phil-
osophy is to be found ir1 the immediateness of self consciousness. 
l:lor e recent advocates of personalism will be introduced_ later in 
the chapter, with a brief discussion of their contri lJution to 
the sys tem . 
In attemptine; a definition of personalism, it 
will be found that it asserts a system of selves , related through 
a Supreme Personality, vvho exists in and through the concrete 
and continuous exercise of hi s personality; and further , that 
such a pe :c sonali ty is essential in o:ra.e:r to insure the intell-
igibility of the world. Hence , npe :rsonalism may be defined as 
that system of philosophy which vie :s personality as the active 
• 
4 
ground of the world, and as containing in the mystery of its 
1 
own unique being the key to all the antimonies of metaphysics.rr 
Dr. Brightman defines personalism as "the view that interprets 
reality as a eociety of persons; there is one supxeme Person, 
in and for whose thought and will all physical things exist so 
that they are nothing apart from him. The functioning of his 
conscious will is their being; their matter and energy is his 
conscious purpose concretely expressed. Finite pe~sons also 
depend on his purpose for their being, yet their being is self 
conscious and relatively self-determining; not identical with 
his consciousness, as is the being of physical things. In f inite 
selves, the Supreme Person wills the existence of what is gen-
uinely other than himself; sO that the universe is untima tely 
2 
a society of s~lves, not a single self." 
With these t wo definitions as a starting point, 
the next step is a consider ation of several fundamental theses 
of personalism. And the first of these is that we live in a 
personal world, that is, that the world in which we "live, and 
move, and have our being" has its reality in the realm of the 
invisible, in which we as per sons dwell. We are too often like-
ly to limit reality to those things that can be seen and handled, 
and it is exceedingly difficult for us to free our mimds of this 
sense -bound conception. And yet, when we give any thought at all 
to the matter we find t hat a great pal' t of our human life, 
particularly that par t that is the determining factor, lies in 
the realm of the invisible and the intangible. 
1. Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics,Vol.IX,pg.772 
2. B.ri ghtman, Introduction to Philosophy, Chap. VII,pg. 246 · 
• 
5 
IJ.Ihis is fi:rst of all true of ourselves. Our phys-
ical frames are but "an instrument for expressing and manifest-
1 
ing the inner life, but the living self is never seen." It is 
forever invisible; in fact it is incapable of visibility at 
any time. \,;e know each other only tb.llough the deeds we do, as 
expressions of that im1er self which can only be app:rehended 
th.Tough its expressions. ~·~ hen we stop . to consider the many events 
which occur so frequently that they have attained to that rare 
plane known as commonplace, we find that the vast maj or ity de-
pend for their significance on a hidden,invisible meaning. As 
Bowne expresses it. rta kiss or caress described in anatomical 
terms of the points of contact and muscles involved would not 
2 
be worth having i n any case. rt While we may question his fi gure 
as rather frivolous, or at best romantic, in such a discussion 
as a phil osophical one, if it fits in any case, we concede the 
point. Our muscular actions and reactions would appear quite 
i nsignificant i f there were not back of them meanings and values, 
fo r ever invisible, and yet carrying a potency that can not be 
overestimated. 
What is true of pe r sons will be found to be e-
qually true of various forms of human activity which contribute 
to the highest values of life. Since we ourselves are invisible, 
it would seem evident that our activities and pleasures would 
be found and comprehended best in the same realm • .And so, as we 
consider literature, art, music, government, we find each of 
theo dependent upon an inner consciousness, forever invisible, 
l.Bowne, Personalism, Chap.VI,pg.268. 
· 2.Ibid.Chap.VI,pg.269 
• 
• 
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but giving meaning and color to the external structure which 
we are able to see. Literature becomes a meaningless jumble of 
black hierogl yphics upon a white background, unless there were 
an intelligence behind them to give them meaning, and they 
would still be los t to the world unless there were other intell~ 
i gences able to understand the intelligence behind the wr itten 
page. It is a comn1unication of intelli gences t hat gives t~ue 
significance to a book , or a poem; that makes the f ormer either 
worthwhile or wol"thless, and the lat te.'l.' ei the;.r ludicrous or 
lovely . 
ViheD we tur11 to art, we find that the same t h ing 
is true. ?hether it be pa i nt i ng or sculpture, or architecture , 
it remains a meaningless med~ey of color, f orm, and des i gn , unti l 
the i dea that the artist wished to express becomes intelligible 
to t hose who view the outward manifesta tion of' t he inner i dea . 
A scientist may at tempt to explain music i n t erms 
of wa.ve s lengths, vi b.'l. . ations, and the sensitiveness of the end 
organs of he aring. But it is only as we bring our intvlligences 
to bear that we can hope to ca tch the motifs of life and all 
it s conflicting passions that run through a great piece of mus ic 
like a golden threacl through a closely woven fabric . How of ten 
do we fe el the uttel" inadequacy of our external mode of ex-
pr ession, and are tempted to say with Hamlet, 
"Wor ds , wol"ds, words!" 
Turning to the rea l m of histol"y ancl government, 
we f ind the principle even more strikingl y worked out. The f ormer 
• 
• 
ha s meaning only as it is expressed in the lives of the p e r son-
ali ties that have maa_e the histo:rica.l ba c kground, History is 
ndryn, only when considered as a meJ.·e succession of da tes and 
incidents ; it becomes vib:rant with life when it is thought of 
as a grac1ual growth by means of conflicting idea s in the minds 
of the men and women who have made it. 
\~ 
And what is true of a~t, music , history , g overn-
ment , may be prec1icated with equal truth of the whole li f e of man . 
11 I,ove and hate , desire and aspirati on, exaltation a n d de pression , 
the whole contents of human life, in short, are invisible, a nd 
the spatial is me.:cely the me ans of exp:ressing and loc a lizing 
this 1mpictul'able life; it has only syml)olical si gni f icance foi~ 
1 
t h e deeper life behind it." 
Such a r elegating of the whole world to conscious-
nes s , do es n ot deny the J.•eali t y of the wo.:clCt. It simply :reloca tes 
it and makes it per sonal . It is no longer thought of in the 
phenomenal terms of s pace and time , but in pel'sonal terms of life 
and love, and aspiration and hope, and their anti theses. Space 
b ecomes me .:c ely symbolical, a means of expl'essing our inner thoughts 
and wills. Man becomes significant in the terrestrial s c heme 
of things, and the wo1•ld has significance only as it mi1· rors 
man's plans a nd purp oses, and as it is viewed as so doing . And 
so a conception of a pe :· sonal world is reached, a worlcl ma de up 
of pe:csons , and having as the unifying principle a Supreme 
Pe:cson. 
This leads quite naturally to the second prin-
1. Bovme, Pe:c sonalism, Chap . VI, pg . 273-4 
• 
• 
ciple to be considered: the conception of a person, as an in-
divid al in social relations. With the world proved personal, 
there remains the question: What is a person? 
8 
By way of' laying a foundation f'or such a discuss-
ion s definitions may be cited. Dr.Leighton defines it 
thus: n By person I shall mean a well-organized and reflective 
or ra 
itsel 
cente 
individual; a being that is aware of, and lives 
in, its relations; that realizes its life, and knows 
such, as a thinking and self-active self, a responsible 
thought, valuation, and choice; unique, and having 
and, in a sense, absolute value as just this center 
of spiritual life, while the felt content and meaning of this 
life is filled up with significant thoughts and deeds, 
feeling is the mother-liquor or matrix.'t 
1 
Dr .Brightman's definition is that ''a self is any 
experience or process taken as a whole and as exper-
2 
ienci itself"; or "a pe·rson is a complex experienced as be-
to a center. The complex consists of what may be called 
ideas, states, functions, thinking, feeling, willing, perceiv-
d the like. The center may be called self-experience, 
self, go, agent, subject, and the like. The com1")lex by itself 
e unintelligible, fl eeting, ·unrelated chaos. The center 
lf would be a mere formal awareness of identity and to-
ess, empty and contentless. Neither is possible without 
er; no center without complex, no complex without c-enter; 
1. · eighton, Man and the Cosmos, Chap.22, pg.290. 
2. rightman, Introduction to Philosophy, Chap.6, pg.l91. 
• 
all c nsciousness is self-consciousness. A person is a total 
consm'ous complex, experienced as belonging to a common center 
being the life of a unitary agent. The whole person is 
1 
its actual and possible history.~ 
As a final definition Professor Marlatt may be 
person is an organic whole of reality, a microcosm 
refle ting the macrocosm, consisting of a psycho-physical com-
plex rganized around an equally active, rational, dynamic 
, and capable of carrying, creating, and perpetuating 
2 
Such definitions allow us to make several quite 
statements regarding the nature of a person. A person 
to continue through constant changes; it possesses con-
y. As Dr.Leighton says, "personal identity is variable 
both ·n extent and intent, but that personal identity exists at 
and 
tory 
that 
\Vhat 
idences the act i ve reality of a self which is continuous 
a power of synthesis l''ealizing itself in the actual his-
3 
the empirical 'me'" 
To-gether with such a continuity, it may be said 
pers on is complex; that is, it is not a single, simple 
but a complex of many varying traits, held to-gether by 
oalled,"the spirit bondn. 
9 
To these, may be added two seemingly contradictol'y 
predi a per s on. A person is separate, unique, and can not 
pletely identified with any other individual. Each one of 
1. M rlatt, What is a Person? pg.9-10 
2. I id.pg.l ~ 
3. De'ghton, Man and the Cosmos, Chap.23, pg.314 
• 
• 
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us h s a separateness that foreve.r makes impossible complete 
unio 1 with anyone else. Each of us has that nart of us which 
us a closed room, into which we may reti.re at will, 
and hich is fo.reve l~ inaccessible to others. It is this att.ri-
bute that makes each of us distinct personalities, that gives 
to e ch person a splendid loneliness, that is a part of the 
pric that we must pay for pe r sonality. CoupleS. with this, 
howe er, it may be said that a pe:rson is social, that rrthe 
self lives and is conscious only in .relation to other s elves 
and o physical things. he can frame no notion of what a 
.self would be which did not fm1ction as conscious being, an 
inte·action and interpassion with other selves and with a 
1 
phys cal world." 
Likewise, it may be said that the person is 
caus that it may be the cause of experiences, and con-
the t t ribute of :ra tionality. A pel"son has, not only the power 
to a thing, but also the power to decide which thing should 
be in a given situation involving choice. It has the power 
a hea to consequences, with their ultimate values, and. so to 
to t 
e the causes that will l'esult in the consequences leading 
values. 
But after all, these things which we have pred-
pel'son, would seem contradictory, and l ose their 
1. Leighton, Man and the Cosmos, Chap.22, pg .291 . 
• 
• 
meaning, if there were not a final predicate, which holds 
them all to-gether, and gives them coherence - - - a person 
is organic. It is, as was stat ed in the final definition, 
11 
11 an organic whole of reality", a whole iivhich is greater than 
the mere sum of all its parts, a whole whose parts are held 
to-gether by that mysterious something, which we have referred to 
earlier, as the nspil•i t bond'r . It is what Bowne refel~red to 
as personality, giving coherence, and hang-to-getherness to 
the person. 
Before turning to the consideration of the 
other part of the discovery in the discussion of a personal 
mrld , namely , the Supreme Person at the head, let us discuss 
the third principle which we have l aid down to prove; - - -
the wo:rld. is a funct ion of intelligence, and apart from 
intelligence it has neither existence no.t meaning . I n oJ.·der 
to prove this, the phenome.nali ty of the physical wo:rld milst 
be considered. Ea:clier i n the chapte1·, we tried to prove 
that sense objects exi st only for and th:rough intelligence. 
This fact, a s we also showed, does not reduce them to 
mere illusions, but finds that their reality exi s ts only 
in that they are forms and f 2.ctors of our experience. Here 
we pause to distinguish beh•J een the t wo foJ.•ms of reality; 
phenomenal and ontological. 11he latter is substantial; the 
former exists onl y in and for intelligence • 
In conside:ring the physical world , and its 
phenomenali t y , we are b:cought face to face with the problem 
•• 
• 
offered by space and time. Co~~on sense can conceive of 
them as being real. That is, it can conceive of a space 
that is utterly empty, and a time that is absolutely vail • 
But even if we were to concede this point, we would still 
find that many things which we say are in space and time, 
would not be there apart from our intel ligence. Things which 
we suppose to be present in space and time, will be found to 
be utterly meaningless unless interpreted by the active intell-
12 
igence. For example, we consider the illustration which Bowne 
introduces at this point in his discussion of the same question; 
that is, a symphony would be merely a mass of meaningless vi-
brations and wave lengths in the air, unless there were an 
intelligence at one end to create the harmony, and an intel l-
igence at the other end to interpret it. A succession of 
things must be given ol"de.r and meaning._by a non':"'successive 
1 
existence, the intelligence. 
There are two kinds of permanence; that of 
fixity of meaning, without which no thought would be possible, 
and the permanence of the thinking subject. Vie can only com-
nrehend a series of i deas in theil" entirety, as we see behind 
them a thinker, who is able to transmit those ideas to us by 
means of intelligence. 1ie are only able to comprehend any-
thing, as there is a thought behind it, and this necessitates 
a thin};:er, for we hold that things '·can be grasped by thougllt, 
only as they in turn are the products of thought. 
1. Summarized from Bowne Personalism, Chap.III, pg.l13 ff. 
• 
• 
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1i!hen we considel ... the question of change and 
identity regarding impersonal things, we find the existence 
of t wo schools of thought. The Eleatics held that there 
could be no change; all is permanence. ~-: e reject this view, 
since it is untenable with an actual world of change and 
motion . On the other hand, the Heraclitics held that there 
is no permanence; al l is change - - - 11 ~'verything is chang-
ing except t he changeless law of change." This view is 
equally untenable, since, if everything changed, the think-
ing subject among the rest, then there could be no change , 
since it is only against a bachground of permanence that we 
are able to appl·ehend change at all . On an,_. impersonal basis 
we :can never hope to solve the quest:i.on of change and identity, 
and what holds tr.ue f or change and identity, is equall y true 
of the problem of causation. 
Space and time can only become real to us as 
they ar e pr inciples of thought, and as such they are subject 
to our own mental limitations. t e regard space as a unit, 
all-embracing and eternal, lmt it is only in l"eference to 
our own space l aw , due to the way in whi ch we relate objects 
in space. The same thing may be said of time. We consider 
. time as a unit and eternal,. in reference to our time law. 
~till we find in the dream experience that the time and space 
of the dream in no way correspond to the time and space that 
is actually con sume d by the dream. This me:cely proves th!lt 
the mind is able to build for itself a t i me and space exper-
• 
• 
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ience with no corresponding time and space in reality . 
If we were to cons ider space as separate from 
experience, then 'INe would have to face an endle ss di vi sian 
of such space, until we would find ourselve s involved in 
an i ndefinite plu1"ality , utterly limitless. But if space be 
considered ph~n~menally , then thi~ division would proceed 
only as far as our expe.:-cience would indicate. 
\ {e would f ace the same di ffi culty if' we con-
sidered t i me a s a·bstract, xi sting apart from experience. 
Ei t her we would be unable to dist inguish past , present , and 
f utu.:-ce, i f we conside.:-ced time as stationa1·y; or t he past and 
futu.:-ce would become timeless voids, i f time we.:-c e r egarcled 
as flowing . He would become .:-cather involved in either case, 
and be compelled to admit the utter foo lishness of our ar-
gument. 
ii e must also . :-ceali:z:e that our space and time 
judgments are relative, due to our · own limitations . The 
s pace re l a tion is determined by the dynamic re l at ion . h e 
a1·e sa i d to be present in those su1·roundings upo11 which 
we can immediately act. Sincv· we a.:-c e limited, in that we are 
unable to act on all things at the same time, that limitation 
is spat ial, and is a limitat ion of expe.L'ience. Only the In-
finite is able thus to transcend space, and become spaceless, 
and thus able to f'b:: the soace relations • 
~Che same fact may be p:redi cated of time. Our 
pr es ent depends u pon our mental g:rasp, and will be large or 
• 
• 
small, as we are able to grasp things, and hold them. So 
space and time exist for us in experience, and the only 
power that ean t r anscend is the Infinite, who is spatially 
and temporally omnipr esemt. 
The world is, to a large extent, relative; 
and exists for us only as we can expel.< ience it. We are 
tempted to wonder what would be left, after all, if we were 
to remove all of the sense element. Our world consists only 
of the experiences which we have, and so we may say that 
passing from this world to the next becomes only a change 
of experience. "This static universe is a phantom of abstract 
thought. Apart from the finite spirit the only reality is 
God, and His progre:ssively unfolding plan and purpose and 
1 
work. n Space and time existence, and self-conscious ex-
istence are only fo r intelligence; hence we hold that this 
physical world is phenomenal; it exists only for intell-
igence, and that apart f~om intelligence it has neither ex-
istence nor meaning. 
In the last place we hold that the world is 
a revelation of the cosmic activi ty of a Supreme Will - - -
God conceived of as an immanent Spirit. If we consider the 
world from the etand.point of content and meaning, then we 
see that thexe must be a supreme reason behind it. Regarded 
from the standpoint of causality it is a deed as well as 
an idea, the revelation of the activity of a Supeeme Will. 
We admit that the world has a meaning and an existence en-
l. Bowne, Personalism. Chap.III, pg.l57. 
15 
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ti:rely apart fr om us; it is a thought expressed in an act. 
rrhis brings us immediately to the question 
of causality. Causality is dynamic determination, and can 
16 
not be dispensed with in any philosophical system. Other systems 
have attempted to explain the idea in different ways , since 
the idea i nevitably enters in. The empiricist says that 
causality is me:rely invariable sequence, and i f he is further 
pressed, he will :r~eply with Hume, that it is - - - - "The 
mind 1 s prop~nsity to feign ." The logical rationalist can 
not a ccept the i~oa, because the very logic in his system 
makes no provision for dynamics. The agnostic recognizes 
the presence of causa~i ty, but he saJrs t hat it can never 
be explained. Cor~1on sense, naturally, locates it in the 
senses. :H,'v en those who most vehemently deny the pr esence 
of causality, assume it at one time or another. .·: e must con-
sider the question, as to whethe.r it is present in the senses 
or lies beyond· them; whether it is an i mpe:rsonal facto:r, or 
a l iving dynamic :lntelligence; that is, we must consider the form 
and location of causality. Here it must be sta ted that we use 
the word causality, not in the inductive, or scientific sense, 
but in the dynamic or metaphysical sense. 
Hen ce, the discussion of causality limits 
itself to t wo con::dde:rations; Is causality mechanical,. or is 
it ontological? I:3 it a natural sequence of sense i mpr essions, 
or is it .i:'ather :rational dynamic intelligence? As Bovvne says, the 
g:reat ma~k of the latter is the f ol"YTard look . "In mechanical caus-
• 
• 
ali ty y,rhat was determines what is; in volitional causality 
free intelligence chooses thing s which are to be and works for 
their xealization. It is between these conceptions that v1e 
1 
have to decide." 
At this point in the discussion, we come to 
the ques tion of freedom , a question which has caused endless 
di scussion and misunderstanding. Freedom means ,"the power 
of self-direction, the power to form plans,purposes,ideals, 
2 
and to work for their xealization." Here the point is rais-
eel as to the ability of the individual to exercise such a 
power; the question of error enters in, :May we depend upon 
the f aculties to use freedom correctly, or is there a poss-
i bili ty of error? To this we say that our :faculties al.·e 
truthful and trustworthy, but that they J:aay be cal' elessly 
or wilfully misused , and that such misuse results in error. 
I t has been said that such freedom of the 
individual limits God. Here it is to be .:rer.r1embexed that it 
is a self- set limita tion, capable of revocation at any time. 
;Juch a God is i nfinitely more povrer:ful thalb. One \'llho needs 
limit man , in o.ro,er that His own power should not be i mpaired. 
The final reason for causality , in the last 
analysis ,is to be found in the will and Pla:n of God, who is 
the a ctive intelligence , and basic fact of all causality, 
a Goct v1ho is a ctive and immanent in Hi s 1No.rld. At this point, 
the objection is raised that such a theory points dangerously 
l~ Bovme, Personalism, Chap . IV, l')g .l80 
2.Ibid . Chap . IV , pg . 201 
17 
• 
• 
toward pantheism; but there is a vas t difference between 
!! God in everything'' , and 11 God is ever ythi ng". '.the latter 
i dentifies God ancl nature, and allows Hin;t to be exhausted 
in His manifestations; the former f i nd.s God in everything 
and yet not exhausted by it, a rational, dynamic pr inciple, 
the Supreme Pel:eon, the center of the c-omplex , o:f which vm, 
a s persons, are a pa:rt , and giving meaning and value and 
co her ence to the whole. 
Thus we come to the conclusion of our attempt 
to clarify the meaning of personalism, and in order t hat 
18 
we may have the steps clearly be f ore us, let us list the pr in-
ciples i n an attempt to gather up the t hr ea ds: 
1. The wor ld in wnich we live is a persona l wor ld. 
2. A pe1· son is considered as an i ndividual in social 
.rela tions. 
3 . The world is a functi on of intelli gence, and apart 
from intellig ence it has neither existence nor 
meaning . 
4 . The world is the r evelat ion of the co smic activity 
of a Supreme ~ ill - - - God conceived as an im-
manent Spi rit . 
De f ore we bring this chapter to a close, let us 
very brie f l y consj_ der the l eading exp on ents of Personalism . The 
. late Borden Parke:r.· Bowne, Professor of Philosophy at Bos t on 
Un i ver si ty, may ~cightf'ully be termed the father of the sya tern 
• 
• 
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as it has been devel oped to-day. Since a great man;y of h is 
pr i nciples have be en embodied in the for egoing discussion, 
vre n e ed make no f'ni.<ther mention of them at this time • 
D:r.Joseph A. Leighton , Professor of Philosophy 
at Ohio State University , \Vhil e he does not avmv personalism, 
a n d would 1;:robablJ7 c1isagree at such an avowal on our part , at 
the same time holcls views which may be termed s ympat hetic to 
a p e.rsonalistic philosophy, and v.rhich he has set forth in 
the t wo books which al.<e to be found included in the biblio-
graphy : The Field of Philosophy , and more especially , l.lan and 
the Cosmos . D:r.Leighton's treatment of the ' p er son' , as found 
in the l atter bo ok , is especially noteworthy as p er sonalistic. 
As regards t h e immanence of God, we find h i m saying: 
' \ e have argued that the physical, s patial, and temporal 
world involves a conservingl y a ctive ground , a p erdt'ling p.r in-
ciple of order; tha t the nature of truth involves belief in a 
supr eme systematic thinke:r o:r mind ; ana. finally that the 
world of pers ons, consi de:red as the sole bearers · of values, 
i mplies an ultimat e g ood, which is the ground for the at tain-
1 
ment and conservation of p e~cso:nality n; and a li t tle l ater 
i n the same connection, 11 the v,ror ld c an not be s patially outsi de 
God , no:c God outsi de the wo:rld. But it do es not follov;r that 
His character is wholly exhausted by His con tinuous exp:ression 
in the wo:rld. I n l' ich and p e:r f ect self -completeness He must 
tl~~nsc end the world as it is at any moment. - - - He is the 
1. Leight on, Man a nd the Cosmos, Chap . 36 , pg 495 . 
• 
• 
absolute cente r of va lues. - - - Hay vre not say that in the 
whole physical oTder God i s i mmanent in the sense that the 
whole continuing system of physical and vital energies con-
20 
stitute the continuous expression of His cTeative eneTgi zing 
will, but is not identical wtth His will; whereas He is 
. 'closer to us than bxeathing, and near e.'!:' than hands and feet ' 
because, whi le we are distinct spiritual existents, ·we a.'l:'e 
1 
spi.'l:'itually of the same nature with Him? " 
D.'l:'. Edgar S. B.'l:'ightman, Professor of Phil-
osophy at Boston Uni versity, in his book, An Introduction to 
Philoso-phy, g ives us a clearel' statement of a pe.r sonalistic 
philosophy than has been attempted since Bowne's woTks, and 
i n clear-cut language , int elligible to the average reader of 
phi losophy . Dr . Brightman makes it clear that such is his aim , 
in the Preface to hi s bo ok ; "The author has undertaken to 
present fairly what may be s aid for and against the solutions 
of the chief pr oblems offered by the impoxtant schools 
of phi losophical t hou ght. He has also sought to interpret hi s 
own point of view , whi ch may be cal l ed pe :L: sonalism, or uer -
2 
s on ali stic i de ali sm." 
At t he close of his book , Dr . Br i ghtman sun1s 
up personalism as follows: 
"Personalism interprets the unive!'se as fr iendl y . It 
justifies hope. It fin ds in the relation of hmnan and divine 
wills an inexhaustible meani ng and pu!'pose in life. - - - -
1. Leighton, 1mn and the Cosmos, Chap . 36 , pg . 446 ff 
2. Brightman, Introduction to Philosophy , ~reface, pg .V 
• 
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It finds in God a being o:t' per f ect go odness" - - whose 
per f ection is rtper f ection of purpose." - - It "sees life 
as a tragedy ," - -but " i t faces the tragedy, and sees that 
it is n ot all. There i s tragedy, but the l~e is aleo meaning , 
1 
and the meaning includes and transforms the tragedy." 
21 
1. Br i ghtman , Introduction to Philosophy , Chap . XI pg.363-364 
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CHAPTER TWO 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF VvALT VJHITMJ .. N AS 
REVEALED IIT HI S POETRY 
• 
• 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF WALT WHI T1~N 
AS REVEALED I N HIS POETRY. 
In the :preceding cha:pte.t<, the aim of the 
writer was to set f orth the outstanding theses of :person-
alism, in an attempt to e~tablish the validity of such a 
:philosophical system. In this chapter, and the t wo which 
will follow, we shall endeavor to establish the philo-
sophy of Walt Vihi tman, drawing our :proof f.rom his writings, 
both :poetry and :prose; and from the incidents which form-
ed his rather striking and unique lif e. The last chapter 
will endeavor to show that the :philosophy, thus estab-
lished, is consistent with the :per sonalistic system :prev-
iously outlined. 
In consi d.ering the writings of a man, and 
then hts life, there is of ten found to be between the t wo 
"a great gulf fixed." In more ·ca ses than we care to ac-
knowledge, there is such a variance that it is difficult 
to realize that both are expressions of the same personal-
ity. In the ca se of falt Whitman, we wi l l find that there is 
an almost unbelievable cons istency; that the same theme 
runs through both the life and the writings of t h is man, 
like a scarlet thread. View him where you will, analyze 
23 
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his wJ:<iting s at a ny point, and there will be found the same 
dominant theme , lik e t h e ma jor motif of an o:oe:ra, o1• t h e 
underlying plot of a drama • 
24 
And so, let us turn to the poetry of this 
.Ar.ae:ri can of the nin eteenth century, standing fe ar le ssly fo:r'th 
a nd pl·oclai :c:ling his message to an amazed and. re s entful world, 
and voicing, as we believe, the fundamental t1•uths of a 
philosophy of life , that is essentially personalistic . 
'?hen vre tu:rn to the p oet.ry of V'a l t \th i tman , 
in ou:r attempt to prove h im, philosophically a p ers onal-
ist, we f ind ourselves conf1· ont ed with several sexious con-
s i de.rations which must b e dealt with , befoxe we c an a ttempt 
an anal ysis of his p oems a lomg philoso phical lines .• 
The f i rst quest ion that will inevitably ar ise 
is: Can the w1·iting s of Wa lt Whitman , in any co1·:rect sense, 
be termed. p oetr~r? Suc h a question, while we aclmi t its im-
p lications, opens up a f ield of discussion i nto which we 
do not car e to enter , since it is literary rather than phil-
osophical , a n d the enquiry of this pap e.r is pr imari ly phil-
osopl'i.ical . Mo.reove.r, in thi s ag e of cont~coversy .re ga:rc1ing the 
natu.re of 1;oetxy , we hesitate to t ake too dogmatic a sta nd. 
l~uch of the objection to lilh i tman ' s p oetry 
comes fr om ~!?u.:r i t ans who :resent certain passages which they 
chal·acterize a s 11 Sol•c1ic1n ancL "sensua ln . 'J:h ere are admit te dl y 
such passage s in 1/h i tman ' s poetry . Ev en so , to evalu a te h im 
and .h i s w:riting exc lusively and fina lly by t hese excerpts, 
• 
• 
i s to make a c r os s - sect ional judgment rathe:r than to tak e the 
synopti c v iew \Vhich sees h i s achievement a s a whole. Vlhen this 
is a_ one a suff icien t number of essentially b eautiful and lum-
i ncu s passages may be found even in the same p oems to redeem 
the so-called " so~cdidness TT, and "sensuality 11 of them 
gems which sparkl~with grea ter luster becaus e of t he dulness 
of the i r s etting. And i t i s to these passage s t hat we look 
for the -de~o\tic :proof of our philosophica l theory . It i s in 
- 1 v 
thes e excerpt~ that we fe el the swinging rhythm of a g:r·eat 
:oe ~: sonali ty, marching ever f oJ:'ward , and sweepj_ng the uni-
verse before him as he g oes. 
nThe thousands who have quot ed his (\'7hi tman ' s) 
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poetr y , the hundrecls of thousands who have read some pal"t of it 
are not a l ways , or of ten, moved by its li terary qual i ties . 
~7al tis great lines surg e up f r om tiresome repetit ion, his 
finest p oems ar e n:arrec1 somewhere by the sudden banality of 
a man of little t as te, his fre e rhythms a re often l azy a nd 
unruly se:rvants . It take s a l ove.r of l)Oetry to adm i re h is 
gr eatness ; the l ite.rar y critic who unde:rstan ds sense and 
skill , but is dea f to p oetry , f i nds every goo d r eas on t o 
a ttack his crudity . The everyday rea der i s constantly puz-
zled by the turgid myst icism and offended by coarseness . Yet 
eve:r y se:nsi ti ve soul responds somev7hel."e to that p ersonal-
i ty of Whitman which he ende avored to desc r i be in ever ything 
h e va ote . Fulness of living , grasping of opportunity, sym-
pe.thy with man as man , the resp onse to the b ooming chol'ds of 
a cont i nent op en to all 9 the dynamic lift of ene.rgy 
• 
• 
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i n the brea st of the man v1ho s ays 'I can do that. I c an be 
t hat', were ca.ught a t the ve1·y moment of hope by •ia l t 
1 
''ihi t man • 11 
Afte.r the question of TJ hi t man' s poetic wo.r t h 
has been thus briefly ans'l.':'el·ed , the next one to a!'ise is: 
Can poetry be considered a s a criterion by which to judg e a 
philosophi ca l s ystem? It is t o be conc ede d that the na tll!'e 
of poetry is essentially rhapsodic , and as such ma y not b e con-
si dered sufficiently rea sonable to be tenable as proof. 
And yet , back of a ll poetry t here ie a feeling , an emotion 
which is the essential na tu1•e of the man himself , and it is 
this essentia l inner nat1ue of man , VIhich must inevitably 
shine thl·ough his poetry . 1.I:he poet writes himself into his 
poems , if they are at all true an d sincere , and no t a me~e 
sul•face a:r1•ay of wo:rds , pbl•ases , and i dle r hymes. I t ha s 
been said that the poet of to- day voices the idea s of the 
philosophers of to-mor:row. 11 Surely , whatever our unde:rstand-
i ng of the theological conce pt of inspir~tion may be , it is not 
too much to hold tha t t he poet like the p:rophet is sometimes 
2 
the mouthpiece of a p ower and insight highe:r than human. 11 
Rhap sodic? Yes ! But back of the rhapsody there is an ideal, 
which illumines the whole lif e of the poet ; to which he dedi-
ca tes all that he is or i s t o be ; and for which he would be 
willing to follOinT on , even to Calvary , i n the footsteps of 
One , who "so loved - - - - - that he gave 11 - - himself. 
1 . Canby , Satur da;.7 Hevievv of' Lite:r a t"LU'e, Vol II, No. 26 1/23/26 
2 . Bailey, Reli gious Thoughts in the G:reater Ameri can r oets, 
Chap . I , pg . 7 
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V'I e stand t oo clos e to \'ia l t rihitman to- day 
to be able to look upon him with eQuanimity, and judge his 
l)Oet.r y and his message with i mpa.r tiality , It is as i f VI e 
sough t to glimpse an Al pine peak while standi ng at its 
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bc.se. It is onl y as we move away , until di stance gives us 
perspective, that v1e are able to see the summit, in the full 
glor~r of its beauty . And it is only as we move away f:c om Y!hi tman 
that the world will come to recognize his message, and the 
supreme place that it holds in t he co smic plan. 
V!hitman 's poetry , coming as it dicl, at the 
close of the nineteenth centu.ry, was to s t r i ke a new note 
in t he minds of the thinking people. In the midst of a 
wor ld of industrial ism, of brute materialism; a wo.rld craz ed 
by the desire for gain , at the cost of ideals and lives; 
in the midst of such a world we have the cormnanding voice 
of a pr ophet, procla i ming his me ssage of personality; utter-
ing a love at once individual and cosm~c; and announci ng 
unashamed and u11afraid, the existence of the soul, and its 
:relat ion to God., immanent in the vmrld. I t is small won der 
that his fellow-com1trymen trembled at the sound of his 
voice, whi le in Eu .r ope he was heralded as the gr ea test of 
Amer ican uoets. Sur ely a prophet is still without honor 
in his own l and! And to such a prophet came the necessity of 
pouring forth his message in rhapsody , while nwl·estling with 
language , and forcing it into accents that are like the 
• 
• 
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beating of his ovvn tumultuous heart. n 
It remained for Y"hi tman to show us again 
the cosmic grandeur of the ocean and the stars, and to pro-
claim once more the mystery and wonder of life - - - and 
death - - - and i mn1o:rtali ty. And in order to do this, he 
was possessed of that greatest of all gifts, and rarest, 
- - a world sense, a cosmic outlook. "Where others bring 
a f lowe.r from the woods, or a shell from the shore, he 
bring s the woods and the shore also, so that his charm 
2 
lies in the completed integrity of his statements. 11 
iiihi tman' s prog.ram, as he outlines it in his 
HLeaves of G.tmss", is nothing less than the universe, the 
microcosm is enfolded in the macrocosm: 
"One's-self I sing, a simple sepa.rate 
person; 
Yet utter the word Democratic, the 
wo.!'d En-Masse." 3 
Such is the thesis up on which he is to rear 
his st:ructure, a s imple stater:1ent ,. and yet one st:r ong e-
nough t o car r y a world program. 
His "Leave s of Grass" is the complete eXJlli-
cation of a personality; Vv'alt Whitman, an . i ndividual, it 
is true; but the i ndividual, properly conceived, with a 
un iversal application, hence an i ndividua l i n social r ela-
tions. Those who hu:rl adverse c.t i ticism at Whitman, with 
l. Pe.!'l•y, Vial t Whitman, Cha p . III pg. 9 7 
2. Burroughs, Hotes on VIa l t 1;Jhitman as Poet and Pel· son, 
pg . 55 
z·. Leaves of Grass,::B.'veryman's Edition, Pg .l .All refer-
ences to Leaves of Gra ss i n this chap-
tel' will be t aken fl' om this edition. 
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the stress upon his almost unbearable egoism, fail to 
take into consideration the fact t hat his songs are a 
glori f ication of personality, and for such a glor ifica-
tion he uses, as an example the one person whom he knows 
bet ter than any other himself• 
"I will tell you the only story that a man truly 
1 
knows - the story of his own soul." 
He is but an example of a universal truth. Average li f e 
is his theme, but average life portrayed in terms of 
personality, and it is this theme that runs through his 
entire writings, binding to-gether seemingly disjointed 
f l"agments - -"this sense of uni ty of the VJhole, the one-
ness of all creation with its creator, of love as the 
vitalizing, all fusing energy that throbs in every atom of 
2 
t he univel'Se. n 
And in a ma ~cerialistio universe he dares 
to say: 
"Chanter of Pe1·sonali ty, outlining what 
is yet to be, 3 
I project the history of the future." 
and again : 
4 
"Produce gl:'eat Per s ons, the rest f oJ.lows." 
To express it philosophically, he is stat-
ing here that, in the last analysis, values are carried 
only by persons, and so through them we reach on towards 
the highest value. 
l.Ward, Mrs. Humphrey,n Helbeck of Bannisdale, " pg. 349. 
2. Noyes, An Approach to 1Halt v/hitman, Pg . 36 
3.Leaves of Grass, pg.3 
4.Ibid.pg.285 
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And so, we ~e-read Whitman's poetry with 
more of understanding, gaining from such a reading, a 
n1 uminous moment" : 
"Hast never come to thee an hour, 
A sudden gleam divine, precipitating, burst-
ing all the s e bubbles,fashions, wealth? 
These eager business aims - - books, politics, 
art, amours, 1 
To utter nothingness? n 
and then we pass on to a consideration of the way in 
which we may find our philosophical principles - - we 
can not say proved, since poetry is never proof - -
embodied in poetical speech, in rhapsody. 
ln the first chapter we predicated four main 
theses upon which our philosophical system was based. The 
next attempt will be to show how v·fhi tman, in his poetry, 
upholds these principles. The first of these was that we 
live in a personal world. V!hi tman sensed this, when he said, 
as has been quoted before, 
2 
"Produce great Persons, the rest follows." 
The value of this world lies in the persons who people it 
- - everything else must be :relegated to a subordinate po-
sition. And again, he makes this statement more emphatic 
when he says, in the "Song of the Open Road": 
"All pa:rts away for the progress o:f s--ouls, 
30 
.All :religion, all solid things, arts, government - -all 
that was o:r is apparent upon this globe, or any 
globe, falls into niches and corners before the 
procession of souls along the grand roads of the 
universe 
1. Leaves of Grass pg.283 
2. Ibid pg.285 
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Of the progress ~f the souls of men and women along 
the grand roads of the universe, all other pro-
gress is the needed emblem and sustenance.u 1 
Everything, then, has meaning and value 
fox persons, and all things can be comprehended only in 
that invisible world in which we endeavored to prove that 
. 
persons find their significance, and achieve their essen-
tial worth. 
Whitman continually expresses his belief 
in the fact that the life of love, and friendship, and 
aspiration, and their antitheses is the real life of the 
individual, and that everything is understandable only 
in such terms. 
Hhen we turn to our second principle, 
the concept of a per son, we find a fruitful field for 
philosophic. research. V/hi tman' s thesis, as it was ci:bed 
a few pages before, gives us the principal concept, of the 
individual in sOcial relations, and a careful reading will 
bring to light passages which give us in poetry, what 
our philosophers give us in prose, as the various predi-
cates of a person. 
As over against the idea that the self is 
essentially social, we have said that it is likewise sep~r-
ate. 
ttAnd so will someone, when I am dead and gone, 
write my life? 2 
(As if any man really knew aught of my life.)" 
1. Leaves of Grass pg. 130 
2. Ibid.pg.7 
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There is that part of us which de f ies knowledge, that 
inner part that no man knows, which furnishes the ninne:r 
:roomn into which we r ·etir e at will, to fino_ rest f rom the 
outside world: 
"Yet, 0 my soul supreme! 1 
Y...now' st thou the joys of pensive thought?n 
The self is likewise complex, made up o:f 
the incidents and experiences of life, 
ns till though the one I sing; 2 
(One, yet of contradictions made - -)" 
and yet in such a complexity, i~ such an atmosphere of 
contradictions, and seemingly disconnected fr agments 
of experience, ther e is that element which binds them 
all to-gether into a coherent whole - - continuity, the 
self pe:rsisting in the midst of change. 
nThere is no stoppage and never can be 
stoppage, 
If I, ~ou, and the worlds, and all beneath 
o:r upon their surfaces, were this mo·ment 
reduced back to a pallid float, it would 
not avail in t he long run, 
We should bring up again where we now stand, 
And surely go as much fa:rthe:r, and then 
farthe r and fa.rther.n3 
and its persistence 
nThe soul, · 
For ev~r and forever - - longer than soil is 
brown and solid - - longer than water 
ebbs and flows."~ 
A pause should be made her e, to insert 
parenthetically, that it is the writer's belief, after 
a very careful and exhaustive study, that Whitman, while 
l.Leaves of Grass, pg. 153 
2. Ibid. pg.lO 
3. Ibid. pg. '71 
4. Ibid. pg.14 
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at times using the word nsoultt in the sense in which it 
transcends death, just as often uses the word as an ex-
pression of the essential person, whose whole history he 
believes the individual life to be. Hence, such passages 
may be used in support of personality, as well as in con-
nection with the subject of immortality, which will be 
treated in detail, near the close of the present chapter. 
He makes the former statement clear, when he says, 
~ehold the body includes and is the meaning, 1 
the main concern, and includes and is the soul;rr 
It is because of such an apparent glori-
fication of the body, that Vlhi tman' s critics have t el.·med 
him sensual, even bestial in his instincts; and have re-
volted at his oftentimes crude expressions, his '~arbaric 
yawprr. In all fairness to such critics, it must be con-
ceded that Whitman does at times seem to overglorify the 
body, and that his vn•itings are often so crude as to 
bring forth a feeling of disgust on the part of the read-
er. But Whitman was preaching against the wrongs of the 
day, against the social in~oralities, and against the 
prevalence of bodily desires and appetites. At such a time, 
and under such circumstances, it is small wonder that he 
expressed his beliefs so strongly that he often ~rung the 
pendulum too far in the opposite dir ection. There is no 
attempt here to excus e Whitman, or to gloss over his short-
comings. We but seek some e~planation of such an acknowle dged 
1. Leaves of Grass, pg.l9 
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fallacy. 
Then, too, it is well to bear in mind, that 
f or V>ihi tman there was no essential dualism between flesh 
and spirit. J!'or him t he body had value that was mer ely i n-
strumental, in that it was the medium through which the 
spi r it was able to express itself. 
Vihi tman' s idea of the supremacy of the 
person as ultimate r eality, is qu i t e definitely set forth 
in whi ch we conceive to be his· theory of evolution: 
It 
- but wha t does eternity indicate? 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
Afar down I s ee the first huge nothing, I know I was 
even there, 
I wa i teo_ unseen and always, and slept through the 
legarthic mist, 
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And took my time. and took no hurt from the fetid carbon. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Immense have been the preparations for me. 
Faithful and friendly the arms that have 
help'd me, 
Cycles ferried my cradle, rowing and rowing like 
cheerful boatmen, 
For room to me stars kept aside in their 
own rings, 
They sent influences to look after what was 
to hold me. 
* * * * * * * * * * * 
All forces have been steadily employed to 
complete and delight me, 
How on this spot I stand wi th my robust 
soul. 11 1 
Whitman's c.onception of personal morality 
l.Leaves of Grass pg.69-?0 
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demands a b.t<ief t.t<eatment at this point. He was constant-
ly, in his w.t<itings, emphasizing the Hegelian idea of 
"Becoming" - - -
rti give nothing as duties, 
What others give as duties, I give as living 
impulses, 
(Shall I give the hea.t<t's action as a duty?)'' 
Vie gathe.t< f.t<om this that, acco.t<ding to Whitman, mo.t<ali ty, 
ideally conceived, should be l:'elegated to the subconscious 
life of the person - - - by which the"ought-to-be"has 
actually become the "is". Hence, he seems to advocate 
that a man should so . live, that he will be habitually good; 
his goodness having become a part of his instinctive make-
up. We will find this idea brought out with greater clear-
ness in oome of Whitman's p:rose w.t<i tings. 
His concept of unity of persons, in the 
.f. 
midst oi complexity is likewise a dominant note in Vlhit-
man's poet.t<y; infinite complexity folded within a domi-
nant unity. "A .t<andom contact with the world he shapes 
to unified experience, ever widening, ever deepening, and 
profoundly consistent with its~f. The chaos of moment-
a.t<y living does not overwhelm him; at any point he can 
turn and say, This is life. He sees it as a whole, and he 
finds a meaning for it. Himself eternally and unshakably 
1 
greater than what happens to him, he masters life." 
1. Noyes, An Approach to Walt Whitman, pg.l08 
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Hence, we can see that Vfhi tman' s great love 
is of persons. His nLeaves of G.rassn is the .record of a pe.t<-
son-- - the self .revelation of a human personality is the 
one supremely precious and enduring thing. 
All that he has written regarding a person 
may be summed up in his own words, 
"How vast, how eligible, how joyful, how 
real, is a human being, himself or herself." 
When we turn to the third principle that 
has been predicated - - - that the world is a function of 
intelligenee - - - we will not find so much poetic express-
ion, but what there is, expresses the idea quite forcibly. 
The outstanding expression of this thesis,· is to be 
found in "Eidolons'' ideas - - in which Vihi tman shows 
that the concept of the world, and everything in it are 
but ideas. He sets forth quite clearly the ideality of 
time and space, when he says: 
"All space, all time, 
(The stars,the terrible perturbations of the suns, 
Swelling, collapsing, ending, serving their longer 
shorter use), 
F-illed with eidolons only." 1 
Throughout the entire poem it will be s e en 
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that his endeavor is to posit the physical wor ld, and things 
in time and space, as exisitng in and having existence folr 
the mind of the i ndividual. In other words it is a function 
1. Leaves of Grass, pg.4 
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of intelligence, and apart from intelligence has neither 
meaning nor value • 
"Only themselves understand themselves and the 
like of themselves • 
.As souls only understand souls."l 
Intelligence communicates with intelligence, and there 
is understanding because we are a part of the Intelligence 
that vitalizes His universe. 
I t is only through persons that we are able 
to grasp meanings in life; it is only as intelligence can 
speak to intelligence that we find harmony in music, and 
li f e in literature, apart from the purely physical means 
of conveyance. 
"Have you practi-ced so long to learn to read? 
Have you felt so proud to get at the meani ng 
of poems? 
Stop this day and night with me, and you shall 
possess the origin of all poems."2 
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It has been said that V/hi tman was not a reli gious 
man • .A. t the same time it has been said of him that his 
two fundamental beliefs were in God and the immorta lity 
of the soul. Both statements can not be true of the same 
man, and a close study of his poetry brings us to the con-
clusion that, if we are justified at all in drawing con-
elusions from poetry, the latter statement is more nearly 
correct t han the former. 
1. Leaves of Grass pg . 229 
2. Ibid. pg.25 
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ttThe wonder is always and always how the:re can 
be a mean man or an infideln 1 
Whitman's concept of God was that of a spirit; 
hence we find in all of his w:ri tings that he was exceedingly 
careful to avoid any terms that would tend to make Him anthro-
pomorphic. He :preferred to say of Him, 
2 
"V!i th the mystery of God we dare not dally, 11 
o:r better, in "Song of Myself:" 
"And I say to mankind, Be not curious about 
God, 
For I who am curious about each am not 
curious about God, 
(No a r ray of terms can say how much I am 
at :pe~ce about God and about death). 
,(.. 
I near and behold God in every oaject, yet under-
stand God not in the least, 
Nor do I unders~d who there can be more wonder-
f ul than myself. 
Why should I wish to see God better than this 
day? 
I see something of God each hour of the t wenty-
four, and each moment of them, · 
In the f aces of men and women I see God, and in 
my ovm face in the glass, 
I find l etters from God dropped in the street, 
and every one is signed by God's name, 
And I leave them where they are, for I know that 
wheresoever I go, 3 
Others will :punctually come foreve:r and ever." 
"Whitman is grea t enough in himself to guess, 
if he can not fully comprehend, the inconceivable and in-
effable greatness of God. So he goes beyon~ the mere anthro-
pomorphic conception of the deity, for God is too vast to 
1. Leaves of Grass pg .43 
2. Passage to India . 
3. Leaves of Grass :pg .75 
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be contained in a f ormula ox a person. Yet none the less 
the relation between man and God is a personal relation. 
The springs of life are not a blind, inscrutable fo r ce, or 
energy, inherent in matter, and operating inexorably ac-
cording to its own self-constituted laws. The universe 
is not a huge machine, set going nobody knows quite how or 
1 
why, but now running itself- - - - - God is a spirit." 
With such a conception of God, it has been 
0 
said that Whitman runs dangerously else to pantheism; 
" but the same line of reasoning holds true here that was 
used in the first chapter. T4e object does not exhaust God, 
but God reveals Himself in and through the object, while 
no~ being exhausted by such an expression. 
In such a universe, Whitman does not deny 
the presence of evil, but with an admirably poised self, 
he is able to see that the evil may be a part of the per-
f ect ~lan, by which man, as a free agent, works in co-oper-
ation with God to bring about His kingdom on earth, by 
which the earth as well as Heaven itself, may be made ce-
lestial. 
We find him asking the question, 
2 
"VIhat is a man anyhow? what am I? what are y ou? " 
and his answer is almost a shout of exultation, 
''I know I am deathless, 
I know t his orbit of mine cannot be swept by 
a carpenter's compass."3 
1. Noyes, An Approach to V!alt Whitman, pg.l47 
2. Leaves of Grass, pg.40 
3 . Ibid, pg.40. 
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This has brought us to the last consid eration 
that we will attempt to substantiate in the poetry of Whit-
man- - - his belief in immortality, and the faith it gave him 
40 
to fare fo~ard, unafraid. There might be a place at this 
point for a summary of the philosophy of Walt Whitman, a s we 
have found him expressing it in his poetry . Vi e prefer, however, 
to leave such a summary Ulltil the final chapter, with the 
hope that in so doing, by means of strengthening and in-
creasing our arguments throughout the remainder of the thesis, 
we may give such a summary a cogency that it might other-
wise lack. And since poetry should never teach a lesson, 
by presenting a moral , we hesitate to draw one at this point. 
So ve come to the final point, contained 
essentially in all that we have said and yet surmounting all 
and giving value to all; and it is fitting that it should 
close the chapter. Whitman never decreases the importance 
of our ea~thly life. There are times when he s eems to pmace 
too much stress upon it. Man, as time transcend.ing in his 
continuity is stressed very strongly, rising out of an in-
finite past into . the finite present, and looking off into 
t he future that is again infinite. And yet, with all of this 
emphasis, life in the flesh is no more than an incident 
in an existence that leads onward tovmrds the final goal 
of a person, communing with a spirit that is God- - - Im-
mortality , and we move on towards that goal, fearless, 
and with head high, because we know that whatever the 
• 
• 
way, and wherever it leads , they al.~e all the nseas of God." 
If there are those who call Whitman a materialist, o:r an 
atheist, they must, perforce, be silenced by that glorious 
adventure of t he soul, which he pictures for us in his 
11Passage to India." 
"Passage to India! 
Lo, soul! seeest thou not God's purpose from the 
first? 
The earth to be spanned, connected by network, 
The lands to be welded to-gether." - ·-
Here he pictures fox us a true brotherhood of man, when 
God's kingdom shall come on earth, and nations shall he 
'!'welded to-gether", i n what Tennyson has called, 
"The Parliament of man, the Federation of the 
world." 
Bu t \"lhi t man goe s beyond such an earthly kingdom. wi th an 
i mpatient gesture to be off on the voyage of life, 
"0, we can ·wa it no l onger! 
1e, too, take ship, 0 Soul! 
Joyous, we too launch out on trackless seas! 
Fearless, f or unknown shores, on waves of ecstacy 
to sail, 
Ami d the wafting winds,(thou pressing me to t hee,. , 
I t he e t o me, 0 soul) 
Caroling free - - singing our song of God, 
Chanting our chant of pleasant expl oxation.n 
and then he comes to an expxession of hi s belief in God, 
which VIe have quoted befoxe, 
nAh, more than any pr iest, 0 Soul, ·..ve too 
believe in God, 
But with the mystery of Hod we cta.:r e not 
dally. 11 
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And finally, with the fine fea.rlessness, and open-eyed 
faith that we find in Browning's "Prospicen, he ca.r:ries 
us on, with him, to the final goal, --
nReckoning ahead, 0 Soul, when thou, the time 
achieved, 
n(The~ seas all crossed, weathered the capes, the 
voyage done,) 
Su:rrounded, copest, frontest God, yieldest, the 
aim attained, 
As, filled with friendship, love complete, the 
Elder Brother found, 
The Younger melts in fondness in his arms. 
Sail forth, steer for the deep waters only! 
Reckless, 0 Soul , exploring, I with thee, and thcu 
v!i th me; 
B1or we ar e all bound where mariner has not yet 
daYed to go, 
And we will risk the ship, ourselves, and all . 
o, my brave soul! 
0 , farther, farther sail! 
0 daring joy, but safe! Are they not all the 
seas of God? 
0 farther, - farther, farthe.r sail! n 
42 
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'i!HE PHILOSOPHY OF WALT ;!HI TM.t\.N 
AS REVE U~ED I N HIS PROSE 
From the cons i derati on of the poetry of 
Vial t Whitman , we tu:r:n to his p:r:ose writings with a slight 
degree of hesitancy. A clos e study of this p:r: ose does not 
allow us t o place it on an equality , or near an equality 
with his poetry , and it does not give us the same clear-
cut picture of the man that the latter affords . At the 
same time , it is essentially characteristic , as ~~re shall 
see in the following chapter , when we consider 'hitman's 
life . But because it is so characteristic , it must be 
fragmentary in nature , partaking of the man himself . He 
ha d given himself to the world in his poetry . He was 
content to let that speak for him , and s o , what we have 
of his prose writings , is , for the most part , writings that 
were not intended for publication and widespread distribution . 
It is true that we may turn to the editor-
ials which were wr itten during the two years that he served 
t he "Brooklyn ""'agle" in that capacity , and these will be 
considered a little later , for the contribution they may 
be able to give . For the most part , however , they proclaim, 
rather blatantly, the cause for which they wer e written, 
44 
• 
• 
and portray patriotism rather than personality, save in 
so far as the former may be one means of an expression of 
the latter • 
His prose essays are a slightly more fruitful 
f ield of .research, although such a research takes us more 
often to the spirit behind them, than to the woxds and 
phrases in which it finds expression in the writings. They 
are, moreover, occasional, and hence are shaped to that end 
rather rigorously, as they properly should be. 
4 5 
Whitman's letters were not written fol' pub-
lication, of that we may be sure, although in many cases he 
used the so-called modern method of avoiding the burden of too 
large a col'respondence, by suggesting; in the over-worked 
postscript, that the letter be passed on to other friends, 
"who might be interested.'' Thus he provided for circulation, 
if not intentionally fol' publication. And probably, the very 
fact that his letters were not so intended, makes them far 
more intere sting. We could wish that he had been a more 
prolific letter-writer than he was . 
Before we go into a more detailed discussion 
of the expression of vfhi tman' s philosophy ·which is to be 
found in his prose writings, f airness demands that we give 
brief space to an evaluation of his prose in general. And 
in equal fairness, it must be said that Whitman's prose 
should be considered as preparatory to his poetical express-
• 
• 
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ions. Hence, while we have considered his poetry first, 
as being essentially rhapsody, and hence not tenable as 
proof, his prose writings, logically, should begiven pre-
ference in treatment. Be that as it may, a study of his 
prose is essential to an understanding of the peculiarities 
of his verse. 
Vfhi tman 1 s prose writings were not confined 
to any one particula.r style. He seems to have 11 tried his 
handn in a variety of expressions. And the productions of 
his pen suffered greatly from his lack of knowledge of the 
fundamental mechanics .of writing, and oftentimes from faulty 
c...-grammttical construction. In fact, Vihi tman was of ten called up-
on to defend his own grammar, and we find him delivering a 
scathing editoria l on those who criticised, men of coc l~ey 
descent, nto whom, the eighth letter of the alphabet was an 
unknown quantity; n anct remarking that his grammar must of 
necessity be correct, since he was writing his editorials 
1 
for 11 people of intelligencen. 
His diction, too, was not always of the best 
but it is mentioned more to show from what limitations he 
finally freed himself, than to make sport of him. VJhen we 
conside.r \ilhi tman 1 s opportunities , we feel that his vocab-
ula.ry was ~xceedingly comprehens i ve. "All of life was lan-
guage to him, and he saw life from many angles. - A 
vocabulary adequate to the needs of the many types of prose 
1 Gathering of the Forces, Vol I I , pg.?-12 
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with which he expErimented was in itself an achievement in 
self-education. What Whitman needed was a strong inspiration 
to awaken the slumbering fires of' his soul. vlhen he had it, 
his diction became clear, picturesque, and forceful, even 
1 
beautifuln. 
A glance at the varied prose compositions 
will suffice to give us some conception of Vihi tman' s compre-
hensiveness in writing. This glance will endeavor to take 
in his works up to and including his editorials, and it is 
well to bear in mind in such a resume that the ~1 are re presen-
tative of the formative years in Whitman's life, and that, 
while we may be able to see the birth, and trace the growth 
of his philosophy, we will not find any clear cut statements, 
such as may be gathered from his later writings. But, since 
the formative period is always all i mportantin determining 
what maturity is to yield, we knowingly make the following 
digression. 
Vihi tman' s ear l y prose wri tinge will be treat-
ed in such a way as to show his development, and in such an 
arrangement his news-stories come first. These gave him a 
sense of i ndivi Cual freedom, but they did not furnish disci-
pline, and hence tended to become long , rambling, and, in 
most cases, rathe r involved. As he grew older we find a ten-
dency to moralize. Such a tendency may be traced to his grow-
ing love of humanity, and his realization of the importance 
1. Whitman's Uncollected Poetry and Prase, Intro.lxvi-lxvii 
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of persons in the universe, and of their relation to a Supreme 
Personality. 
His essays and sketches follow his news-
stories, and give us a first intimation of VJhitman's life-
long ambitions for authorship. They, too, show a develo:pmen t 
from his first rather weak attempts, .rather inclined to over-
sentimentalize and moralize, through a period of essays written 
to depict Washington, and li·fe at the capitol, which are the' 
most mature, lifelike, and picturesque that are to be found. 
But through all such \~itings ther e is still to be found 
the same spirit of naivete that charac:terized his earliest 
wri tL~gs. Vlhi tman, characteristic of his sex, remained at 
heart a boy throughout life, and it is this boyishness that 
often gives a freshness to his writings that would other-
wise incline toward unbearable dulness. 
In writing fiction and other forms of narra-
tive, we do not attribute great success to Whitman. His ten-
dency, too often, was to preach and moralize. Such a motive 
was good, had it been used a little less ostensibly, but 
even the best of morals lose their potency, if applied too 
openly, and the best of people will rebel at constant preach-
ment against them. A great many of these stories tend to 
the fancifUl and over-mystical, but lack, due to their mor-
alistic ending, a truly artistic touch • 
And so, in the list of prose, we come to his 
• 
• 
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editorials, written over rather a long period of time, 
and covering practically every public subject of the day. 
His editorial wor~led him into a great many fields, and 
gave him a breadth of education that was to serve him well 
in his treatment of all phases of humanity and life. A great 
number of these were written by the editor of a political 
organ, and reflect the political color of the times, but such 
a task was confessedly dista steful to Whitman, and was done 
only as a part of the duties as editor. According to him, the 
true editor should be a free, untrammeled spirit, unbiased by 
fear and convention; and with a mission to reform, and to 
enlighten, to inspire and to guide. 
His aim at first was not so much a~ style 
as at message, and he wandered at will from one subject to 
another, setting forth his opinions, with a fearlessness that 
was at any rate refreshing. Books, fashions, hygiene, the 
Union, slavery - - all came to his attention as editor, 
and all received frank treatment at his hands. 
After examination over a period of years, t her e 
are several themes that stand out, as receiving special attention, 
and as sho·wing the development of Whitman's thought and the 
formation of his philosophy of life. One of these was the 
subject of education. "His ideas at this time we-re nothing 
short of revolutionary. He believed that education should b:r 
more generally supported and more carefully supervised; that 
moral suasion and inspirational methods should supplant the 
• 
• 
time-honored flogging system, and that the curriculum 
should not be based upon the custom and the authority of 
the nast alone, but should be adopted to the largest needs 
~ 1 
of the future citizens of a democracy.n 
In his editorials written for the "Brooklyn 
Eagle", we find him advocating an educati onal system that 
50 
will treat the youth of the nation as rational creatures, with 
a pe.rsonality that must be taken into conside 1·ation, if they 
are to become member~ of a world of persons like them-
selves, and be able to hold that place. "Each little child has 
an immortal soul. He has the treasure house of the human 
mind; and it depends upon those who . ;ought to see to his ed-
ucation, whether the costly and precious beauties of that 
treasure house shall be locked up forever, and brought :forth 
to gladden the eyes of men, and prove a perpetual spring of 
2 
delight to their now unconscious possesso.r.n and again,' 
nrn youth are laid the foundations of the character far deep-
3 
er and fEr more firmly than we generally imagine, 'tand a few 
pages further on, nnesirable as we consider learning to be, 
we consider an honest soul to be far more desirable. Leann-
ing is the key which unlocks to us the minds of the wise, and 
the beauties of creation, and the lofty pleasures of in-
tellect. But a pure soul is the key that unlocks the very 
gates of Paradise, and therefore it is the very protection 
4 
of wisdom to confer on the young that which is most precious.rr 
l.Whitman, Uncollected Poetry and l'rose, Introd. pgs.lxxvii-lxxviii 
2.Vfhitman, The Gathering o:f the FD~ces,Vol.I pg .l25 
3.Ibid. pg.127 
4.Ibid, pg.l29 
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Again in the same editorial, we find him 
referring to these children, as "a thousand busy, restless 
little brains, a thousand characters to fashion, a thousand 
1 
immortal souls!" In other words, he is saying that these 
children are souls, selves - - - persons. He continues to 
show that lessons, in and of themselves, have no value. They 
are valuable only as they contribute to the building of 
the child. "What are mere 'orders', or 'learning lessons', 
or all the routine of the simple outside of school-keeping? 
Absolutely nothing, in themselves , and only valuable, as 
2 
far as they help the higher objects of educating the child," 
whom, he describes as nthe pliant, affectionate creatures 
that the Sacred Ji:1aster of our .religion likened to the King-
3 
dom of Heaven itself." 
vlhi tman' s advocacy of democracy, a theme which 
runs through the entire range of his e ditorial writings, and 
which breaks forth in many places in almost prophetic utter-
ances, has led many to say that he was socialistic, and that 
his theories would result in nothing short of communism. While 
our last chapter will be an attempt to refute such a statement, 
l it (Sarr be stated here that vVhi tman' s ideal was equity, rather 
than equality. His belief was that each person should have equal 
rights in so far as h.e was able to use such rights in an in-
telligent manner. Unless one is able to read many of Whitman's 
editorials in this light, and to keep in mind this ides, such 
1. Whitman, The Gathering of the Fmroes, Vol I, pg.l36 
2.Ibid, Pg .l39 
3.Ibid, Pg.l44 
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a misinte~pretation will inevitably arise. 
' f e pause again to st~ess a statement which 
was made previously - - that, in his enthusiasm and utter 
abandonment to his cause, Whitman's tendency was, frequently, 
to swing further in an opposite di~ection than might be 
desirable, and hence he exposed himself rather often to the 
scorn and denm1ciation of his ~eaders, But through all 
of his writings, we must see that a very dominant note was 
that of religious fe~vo~, and that his teachings were too 
advanced for the: people of his day to grasp. 
His socialism has been often st~essed by re-
ferences to his edito~ials on government, in which he lays 
great emphasis upon th~ fact that men must be self-governing 
individuals; that the best government is that whicp gove~ns 
least; that every i ndividual, in so far as his mo~al nature 
is concerned, is responsible to only two autho~ities 
himself - - - and God. Heresy! we say to any and all attempts 
to prove personalism! And yet, we need only read a little 
further to find him saying that laws are essen.tial, in incul-
cating right ideals and principles in the minds of the people. 
His plan is, not for a lawless nation, but for one in which 
the fewest possible numbers function in such a way as to 
bring about the fullest development of men and women, both in 
thei~ own lives, and in the lives of those with whom they 
come in contact - - - that is, the individual, living in so-
• 
cial relations. I n Whitman's account of the dawn of a 
universal democracy - - and we must never conceive of him 
as limiting his ideals by the bounds of any nation- - we 
can catch a glimpse of a spirit of humanity, elevated to 
the l'ealm of free spirits, pe.rsonali ties. He is nthe ll..."Ylique 
composite of world citizen and nationalist - - - His humanity 
1 
knows no geographical boundaries." 
We deal in such detail with but t wo of Whit-
man 's themes for editorial comment. One needs only, however, 
glance at the field that he covered to l'ealize its breadth, 
and to r ealize fi2rther that its breadth was occasioned, not 
alone by his position as editor, but also by the very genius 
of his love for persons, and his staunch advocacy of any cause 
that would add to personality, and his equally fearless de-
nunciation of any cause that might imperil the same values. 
From such a survey of Vlhi tman 1 s earlier writ-
ings, which have been reviewed to show the development of 
his thought and philosophy, we turn to a consideration of a 
few of his later prose writings, written for the most part 
during his preparation of the various editions of "Leaves of 
Grass." The first of these that we will consider will be 
his letters. 
One series is those written to a young man, 
a car conductor in 'v,:ashington, with whom Vfhi tman was accustom-
ed to ride, while working for the goverrment. Details of his 
l.Whitman, The Gathering of the Forces, Vol.I, Foreword, 
pg.IX. 
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life at that time are to be given a more extended treatment 
in our next chapter, hence we turn to a study of the letters 
without further explanation at this point. 
The lette r s are written in a simple, readable 
style - - Vlhi tman was exceedingly careful to bear in mind the 
probaple educational limitations of the man to whom he was 
writing - - and consist almost entirely of incidents and 
happenings in daily life, colored with rare bits of descrip-
tion, written in such a fragmentary style that, in most cases, 
it must be admitted, the details are left to the readers' 
54 
imagination. They show, however, a deep- seated love of persons, 
and an understanding of them that is only to be found in the 
broad sympathies of such a man as Vlhitman, Covering>as t hey 
do, a period of approximately twelve years, they reveal a bit 
of the man in his maturity, during the years of his physical 
decline, and hence are significant in revealing the vigor 
of his mentality, and the vitality of his faith in man, and 
in God, 
His belie f in God, as over against a mater-
ialistic conception of the universe ~ is brought out in his 
conversation with Peter Doyle, the young conducto~, "I asked 
him about the he:reafter. ' There mu.st be something', he said, 
1 
'there can't be a locomotive without someone to run it.'" 
P~d regarding the immortality of the soul, we find the fol-
lowing,"! have heard him say that if a pers on was the right 
l.Whitman, Calamus, Pg.28 
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kind of a person - - - and I guess he thought all persons 
right kinds of persons 
1 ' 
the next world or this." 
- he couldn't be destroyed in 
But the main theme that rU11s through these 
letters is highly significant - - an unwavering belief in 
God, and in the goodness of His purpose. Such a theme is 
rpade more sigl1ificant when we r ealize that the letters 11vere 
written at a time when V/hi tman might have been tempted to 
question such a purpose, and when his faith was being severe-
ly tested. But physical suffering di d not dim his spiritual 
sight. "Preserve a cheerful heart. That is the main part of 
getting along through the toil and battle of life - - and 
2 
it is a good deAl habit." Three years later ·we find him 
writing, "Still the true point to attain is (like a good 
soldier or officer) to keep on the alert, to do one's duty 
fully, without fail - - - and leave the re$t to God Al-
3 
mighty. tt And a year later, forgetting his own suffering, 
he writes to Peter JJoyle, who seems to be dovmcast regarding 
his position and financial affai.ts, "Keep on, and try to 
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do .right, and live the same square life you always have, and .main-
tain as cheerful a heart as possible, and as for the way 
4 
things finally turn out, leave that to the Al mi ght y ." 
Whitman does not a t tempt to make these letters 
into philosophi cal discourses - - - but his belief in 
personality carries through. 
1. Yfhi t man. Calamus, pg. 28 
2. Ibid, pg .Let ter 6, 18 70 
3 . Ibid, Letter XII, ~.1873 
4. Ibid, Lette.r XX , 1874 
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His correspondence with Anne Gilchrist i::J 
almost too one-sided to furnish us with much knowledge of 
Whitman. Vi e gather f:rom reading them, that the love that 
existed was as one-sided as the letters. It is evident 
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that ..:\nne Gilchrist fell in love with the man whom she found 
in his writings, and it is highly significant that when she 
met the man himself, he was not different from his revel-
ation of himself in his poems . This fact strengthens the point 
made in the preceding chapter that v'.'hi tman' s I{&.gms ~ Vfhi t-
man - - the record of a person_. It is likewise well to note 
that in no sense did they offend a woman of the refinement 
and the sensibilities that we know were Am1e Gilchrist. She, 
too, was able to see the essential unity of body and spirit, 
and hence could accept, without question, VJhitman's seeming 
glorification of the body. 
Whitman's .replies to these letters are too 
few in number to allow much study. From a collection of 
seventy-six letters, five a.re from 'r.1hi tman - - - and thH se 
are exceedingly brief, and customarily fragmentary. J....nnB' s 
lette:cs, on the other hand, cover a period of fourteen years, 
the last of them written a few months before her death, and 
are for the most part written in detail. They all carry a 
message o:f a deep love, deeper, perhaps, because unretu:~7ned. 
She caught his spirit, when she said of him, that his writings 
whatever they might lack, 11 Tio not lack that which ~pakes 
life great, and death, with its 'transfers and promotions' 
• 
• 
its superb vistas,' exhilarating, - - - a resplendent faith 
in God and man which will kindle anew the faith of the 
1 
world ." 
And while Whitman could not return her love, 
he could say of her, after her death: 
"My science-friend, my noblest woman-friend 
(Now buried in an English grave - - and this a 
memory leaf to her dear sake), 
Ended ouJ.~ talk - - 1 The sum, concluding all we 
know of old or modern learning, intuitions 
deep, 
Of all Geologies - - Histories - - of all 
Astronomy - - of Evolution - - Hetaphysics all , 
Is, that we all a.re onward, onwa.rd speecling 
slowly, surely bette.ring, 
r,ife, life an endless march, an endless army , 
(no halt, but, it is duly over), 
The world, the .race , the soul - - in space 
and time the unive.rses , 
All bound as is befitting each, all surely 
going somewhere. 11 2 
The other, and l a st, group that will be 
considered a.re the essays wri t ten in his later life. In 
those essays, written largely as a plea for democracy, we 
find an expression of a philosophy that is essentially per-
sonalistic. Once more we need to remind ourselves that 
Bhitman 1 s plea for democracy is not to be conceived of a s 
limited to any one g1.•oup or nation - - America or any other. 
I t v1as to be universal. v!hitman, in his prose had that same 
cosmic outlook that we found in his poetry . 
~hroughout his writings he has always managed 
to give us a vivid picture of the personality of God , and 
1 . Letters of .Anne Gilchl·ist and Walt Fhi tman , pg.54 
2. Ibid, pg.xxxviii 
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the worth of an immortal soul. "Vlhat is poor l')lain George 
Fox compared to VJilliam Shakespea!'e - - to fancy's lord, 
imagination's heir? Yet George Fox stands for something, 
too - a thought - - - the thought that vmkes in silent 
hours - - perhaps the deepest, most eternal thought latent 
in the human soul. This is the thought of God, merged in 
the thoughts of mornl right, and the immortality of identity. 
Great, great is this thought aye greater than all else. 
Vihen the go1•geou.s lJageant of Art, :cefulgent in the sunshine, 
colored with roses and gold - with all the richest 
mere poetry, old or new (even Shakespeare) - :ith all 
that s tatue, play, painting, music, architecture, oratory, 
dan effect:,, - - - ceases to satisfy and please - - when the 
eage:r chase after wealth flags, and beauty itself becomes 
a l oathing - - - and when all worldly or carnal, or esthetic 
ol' even scientific values, having done their office to the 
human character, and ministered theil' part to its develo}Jment -
then if not before, comes forth this over arching thought 
and brings its eligibilities, germinations, much neglected 
in life of all humanity's attributes, easily covered_ with 
crust, deluded and abused, re j.ected, yet the only certain 
sou~ce o£ what all are s e eking, but few or none find - - in 
it,I myself clearly see the first, the last, the dee pest 
depths, and the highest heights of art, of literature, and 
of the purposes of life."1 
1. Whitman, November Boughs. 
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Where can we find a more concise state-
ment of the value of a person, and its relation to a Pe~­
sonality-- God? It is a person, then, who has intrinsic 
value, worth in and of itself, and everything else exists 
only as it exists for persons, and except as it contributes 
to personality, is worthless. 
His critics ·have said that nhi tman' s advocacy 
of democracy has been because he could see no wr ong in Ame!' -
ican Democracy. He silences such a criticism when he says, 
n·1 say that our lfew World democracy, however great a success 
in uplifting the masses out of their sloughs, in material-
istic deveJ.opm:ent, pr oducts, and in a certain highly-deceptive 
super f icial popular intellectuality, is, so far, an almost 
complete failure .in its social aspects, and in really ~rand 
religious, moral. literary, and esthetic results - - - Itis 
as if we were somehow being endowed with a vast and more and 
more thoroughly-appointed bod~, and then left with little or 
1 
no soul." 
And to show the importance of this soul, he 
Bays,"coming down to what is of the only real importance, 
Personalities," - - - and then, rtis there a great mo!'al and 
religious civilization, the only justification oi a great 
2 
national one?" 
VJhi tman has been termed an individualist, 
and yet he says, "We shall, it is true, quickly and contin-
l.Whitman, Democratic Vistas, Pg.309 
2.Ibid. pg.310 
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ually find the origin-i aea of the singleness of man, 
individualism, a.ssel•ting itself, and cropping forth. - -
:But the mass , or lump character, for i mpel· a ti ve reasons, 
is to be ever carefully weighed , borne in minc1 and provided 
f or. Only from it, and fr om its proper regulation and 
potency, comes the: other. - The t wo are contradictory , 
1 
but ou1• task is to reconci le them. n - - - and such 
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a synthesis is finally brought about by making the i ndividual 
in social relati ons - - - a pers on. 
He goes on to show that institutions exist 
only f or persons - - a truth that has been repeated so 
often as to seem trite, and yet it is dominant in ~7hi tman' s 
thought , and in a personalistic philosophy. And to s trengthen 
his plea for democracy after he has set forth various arguments 
fox it, he says,n .And- - -this most alluring recoxd , that 
it alone can bind, ana_ ever seeks to bind, all nations, all 
men , of whatever vaxious and distant lands, into a brothex-
hood, a family. - - - Hot t hat half only, individualism, ·which 
isolates. There is another half , which is the adhesiveness or 
love, that fuses, ties, ancl aggregates , making the races comxades, 
and fxaternising all. Both axe to be vitalized by religion. 
- For I say at the core of democracy, finally , is the 
2 
religious element.n 
\',1hi tman expresses what we consider his per -
sonalistic philosophy by means of a texm of his own coinage, 
1. whitman, Democxatic Vistas, pg.311 
2. Ibid . pg.319 
• 
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and we find him using it in conjunction with the word that 
is the key word of our system. "The problem, as it seems to 
me, presented to the New V:f orld, is, under permanent law 
and order, and after preserving cohesion -(ensemble-Individual-
1 
ism) -at all hazards, to vitalize man's special personalism~' 
For, as he says, "what doe s civilization itself r es t upon 
and what object has it, what is its religions, arts, schools, 
2 
etc., but rich, luxuriant, varied, personalism"l'' 
And so, ~hitman shows us that the hope of 
democracy lie s in what he has termed personalism. Is his 
use of the word accidental, or does it in any respect fore-
shadovr the work of our personalistic philosophers? Our state-
ment regarding this will be made in the :final chapter, but in 
anticipation of such a statement, we make a tentativ e reply 
in the affirmative. And such a reply is str engthened by 
anothe1· example of the depth of Whitman's dependence "l!lpon God, 
and his belief in immortality. 
ttA towering selfhood, not physically perfect 
only - - not sati sfied with the mere mind's and learning's 
stores, but religious, possessing the idea of the infinite 
(rudder and compass sure amid thj_s troublous voyage, o'er 
darkest, wildest wave, through stormiest wind, of man's and 
nation's pr ogress) - - - realizing above the rest, that 
knmm humanity, in deepest sense, is fair adhesion to itself, 
for purposes beyond - - and that, finally, the personality 
l. vfhi t man , Democratic Vistas, pg.331 
2.Ibid, pg.32? 
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of mo~tal life is most important with reference to the 
imr~ortal, the unknovm, the spiritual, the only permanently 
real, which, as the ocean vvai ts and receives the rivers, 
1 
waits for each and all.» 
"O daring joy, but safe! Are they not all 
the seas of God? 
0 farther, farther, farther sail!" 
1. Whitman, Democratic Vistas, pg.337 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
THE PHILOSOPHY OF WALT WHI TMAN AS 
REVEALED IH HIS LIFE 
• 
• 
THE PHILOSOPHY O:B1 ViALT Y!HITivlA}f 
AS REVEALED IN HI S LIFE • 
"A child went forthn, inquiring into life, 
open-eyed, and fearless of the fu.ture. 13ack of him was a 
rich heritage of ancestry. England,. Holland, and Viales gave 
him sturdiness and endurance, traits which the hardships 
of a rigorous New England climate had accentuated, dul•ing 
the long years that his grandfather and his father wrested 
their living f:rom t he soil, and brought Ul) their rather la:rge 
families. 
Via l t, the second of nine children, was born 
at Huntingdon, Long I sland, on May 31st, 1819. He seems to 
be the only one of the family who rose at all above the 
plane of mediocrity. Born on a farm, but :raised among the 
noise and bustle of city life, he still retained a love 
of the country and nature that persisted throughout his 
life, and which the ci ty could not stifle. l!."'v en when his 
family moved to Brooklyn, when he was four, he was happiest 
when he could slip away from the crowds, and, 'liili th his 
comrades, spend hours on the icy bays of Long Island in 
winter; and when in sunner he could go, alone, to the then 
deserted shores of Coney Island, to catch the glory of the 
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sunset as it melted into the purple mists of twilight, 
and to listen to the waves as they brought their message 
from the world that this boy was to include in his com-
pass of brotherhood and love. 
Whitman's edu ca t ion was exceedingly scanty, 
limited to reading, writing, and arithmetic, with a touch 
of grammar and geography. His linguistic ability was never 
to extend beyond his native English; hence he could not 
carry his later reading as far as he might have desired, 
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bu t he partially overcame this difficulty, by reading the best 
translations of the classics. Much of Vi'hitman's educa tion 
was obtained outside of the classroom, and after a manner 
which the pedagogical authorities of his day could scarcely 
sanction. 
His grammar and spelling were mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, in the discussion of his earlier p:ttose 
writings. We mer ely emphasize here what was stated there - -
t hat wxpe.rience in writing was to be the means by which faulty 
diction attained a fair degree of accuracy, although it was 
never to have the polish of some of his contemporaries. 
His schooling, besides being scanty, was 
brief. Bef ore he .reached young manhood, he had se~v e d ae an 
a pprentice in a lawyer's office, as a typesetter in a print-
ing office, and as a school tea cher in several rural schools 
on Long Island. He says of this latter p~~iod that he 
• 
• 
considered it one of his best experiences, and deepest 
lessons in human nature behind the scenes, and in the 
masses. To this period as a school teacher we can very 
directly trace his later editorials on childhood and 
education. His ideas regarding teaching were exceedingly 
original , in that he regarded the child as more important than 
the cu1·riculum. 
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So he came up to young manhood, through a forma-
tive period that was unconsciously shaping what he was to 
be; with a deep-seated love of nature, and an even deeper 
love of persons; with a rather clear insight into human 
nature , that was to be deepened as his contacts deepened 
and broadened. His childhood and boyhood. had not been the 
easiest; there had been hardships to meet, and obstacles to 
overcome, and yet "beneath its shifting and tentative cover 
of circumstances a definite personality is plainly to be 
traced. Re - - - had a mind and a will of his own. Tr emen-
dously sensitive to the beauty of the out-door world with 
a romantic nature which already reveled in the old faery 
realm of poetry and imagination, . he had lived even in boy-
1 
hood a full emotional life,n --and again--, nhe was 
fond of persons and places and the V'holesome common exper-
iences. Of the formal education and training he had almost as 
little as the young Ulysses; but like him he had self-com-
mand, shrewdness, patience, and many a blind desire in his 
1. Perry, Vial t Ylhi tman , Chap.:L, pg.l9 
• 
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pagan heart. So he went forth, and he wa s to go very fa:c. n 
The next few years of his life might al-
1 
most be termed a period of transition, 'marking t i me', a s it 
were. Pa ssing time as he wished, working at times, at other 
times riding on the Ferry, loitering along Broadway, or 
spending hours on t he buses that carried him from one end 
of New York to the other, he became a familiar fi gure among 
the people whom he came to love, and for whom he scattered 
hi s "Leaves of Grass." The years were not f ruitful ones, 
e.:xcept as they contr ibuted to his advancing vision of a 
cosmic plan, and his growing conviction of t he value of 
human personality, as over against customs, and tra ditions, 
and laws. nEndless leisureliness, curiosity, tolerance, 
mar k these dateless years in New York. The r ecord of them 
2 
is noviw ritten ineffaceably in r::hitman's verse." 
These years were followed by his .rather 
leisur ely, apparently purposeless trip over the whole 
United States, with his brother Jeff. He describes his 
itinerary in his oWn graphic, picturesque style,nthrough 
all the middle states, and down the Ohio and the 1-H ssissippi 
Rivers. Lived aw.hile in New Orleans, and wo.rked there 
in the editorial staff of the 'Daily Crescent' newspaper. 
Aftel' a time plodded back nol'thward up the Mississippi 
and around to and by way of the G:reat !Jakes, Michigan, 
Huron, and Erie to Niagara Falls, and lower Canada, f inally 
l.Pe:rry Walt Lhitman, Chap I,pg .20 
2.Ibid. ,Chap- I, pg .39 
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YetuYning through Cent.!'al New Yo.!'k, and dovm the Hudson; 
1 
travelling alto-gether about 8,000 miles, to and fro.n 
Wasted time? And yet through his poems 
we see the languid, hanging mosses of the South; the hur~y 
and bustle of commerce on the Hississippi; the wash and 
sweep of the lakes; and a touch of the frozen North. 
Through it all we see life, human life, in all of its 
aspects; high, low, sordid, or lovely. For human pel·son-
ality was always for him, the highest value, and hence it 
gave the dominant note in any motif; the pe!'sistent color 
in any woven pattern of life·. During these years, Vihitman 
spoke little of God and immo!'tality. His ideas were undoubt-
edly crystallizing; he must have felt the nearness of God 
in nature, and the people whom he loved. Some of it is to 
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be found in his late!' editorials, but it remained for him 
to give his fullest expression of his belief in 11Leaves of G:rass 11 • 
During this early period of Hhi tman' s life, 
we find a record of his relations with women. There were, 
undoubtedly, several women in his life. Some of these he 
probably loved purely; others seem to have sel'Ved merely as 
an outlet for passion. He admits, in one of his letters, 
that he was the father of several children, six to be exact, 
all of whom seemed to have loved him very devotedly. Vlhi t-
man gives no reason why he did not marry. It may merely 
be conjectu!'ed that his overemphasis on the body, which we 
1. Page, Chief 11.me:rican Poets, pg. 
• 
have mentioned be f o.ret blinded him t o anything wrong in 
such ac tions. It may be, that, like St . Augus tine, he allowed 
the clear streams of l ove to be polluted by t he nsewage of 
lustn. It may be said , however . that af'te.r this pe.riod his 
life has been desc:ribed as clean , wholesome, and peculi a!'ly 
f.ree from sexual desires. All those, with 1vhom he came in 
contact, are agreed that he wa s a l ways clean-minded, and 
clean-living ; held i n the highest esteem by men and women 
alike. 
rt Quicksand ye c.rs that whirl me I know 
not whi t her 
Your schemes, pof·i t ics, f ail, lines give 
way, sub utances mock and elude me, 
Onl y the theme I sing, the great strong-
possessed soul, eludes not, 
One's-self must n eve!' give way - - that 
is the final substance - - that 
out of all i s sure, 
out of pol itics , triumphs, battles, li fe , 
what at last f inally remains? 
Vlhen shov1s br eak up, v.rhat but One's Self 
is sure?" 
Vi hi tman ' s lif e quite definitely falls into 
three dist inct divi sions ,. and the publication ol[ 11Leaves of 
grassn , wi th its attendant controversy, marks t he close 
of the f irst per iod. 
1:1. t this time, the smoul der i ng fires of the 
nation bu:rst into f lames, and t he r oll of d:rums announced 
the begi nni ng of a national cataclysm - - - the Civil Wa:r • 
'7hitman did not enlist. He never stated the r eason, and 
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it is not necessary fo1· us to form unwarranted opinions. 
But we do b1ow of the service he pe:r£ormed in lieu of 
active participation, and confronted with that servic e ~ we 
hesitate to conderru1 him as a slacker. 
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\ihi tman' s ypungel~ b.rother, Geol:'ge, had en-
listed and was severely wounded in the fil:'st battle of 
Fredel:'icksburg. The wound was considered· serious, and within an 
hour after he received the message, Walt was on his way 
to iashirigton - to remain until the end of the ~ar. 
For the l:'emaining tw:enty months of the conflict, he litel:'-
ally gave himself to the soldiel:'s in the hospitals. The 
service he rendel:'ed was entil:'ely vulunta.ry, yet the tributes 
that have been paid to him have been of the highest . He 
undoubtedly saved many lives, He constantly helped dress 
wounds, and ministel:'ed to the suffering in countless 
othe1· ways . His greatest service, probably, was through the 
giving of his own personality, helathy, strong , and cour-
ageous. 
An eye-witness writes of his technique: 
uNever shall I for get one night when I accompanied hi~ 
on his rounds, th.tough a hospital, fille d. with those 
young Americans whose heroisms he ha s sung in deathless 
numbers. There we~e three :rows of cots, and each cot bore 
its man. Vihen he appear ed, in passing along , there was a 
smile of welcome and affection on each face , however wan, 
• 
• 
and his presence seemed to light up the place, as it might 
b~ lit by the Son of Love. From cot to cot they called him, 
often in tremulous tomes, or whispers; they embraced him, 
they touched his hands, they gazed at him. To one he gave a 
few words of cheer, for another he wrote a letter home, 
to others he gave an orange, a few comfits, a cigar, a 
pipe and tobacco, a sheet of paper or a postage stamp, all 
of which and many other things were in his capacious 
haversack. From another he would receive a dying message 
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for mother, wife, or sweetheart; for another he would promise 
to go on an errand; to another, some special friend, very low, 
he would give a manly, farewell kiss . He did the things for 
them that no nurse or doctor could do, and he seemed to leave 
a benediction at every cot as he passed. The lights had 
gleamed for many hours that night in the hospital before he left 
it, and as he took his way towards the door, you could hear 
the voice of many a stricken hero calling, ' V!alt, Vialt, v~·alt! 
1 
come again, come again!'n 
\ i e must keep in mind constantly, that V!hi tman 
was giving himself without any expectation of material gain, 
Eoney meant nothing to him thr oughout his entire life, except 
as it was nee ded to minister to his immediate needs. He was 
noted for his unconcern .regarding any remuneration, 
and when it was made, it was mo1·e often used to minister to 
needy friends then for his own wants. We find constant 
1. Page. Chief American Poets, pg. 
• 
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p~oof of this in the letters that he received, thanking 
him fox vaxious enclosures, and showing us, as we could 
not hope to find it, the deep love that others felt for 
him, as a result of the .deepe~ love that he first f elt 
for them, and which must inevitably inspire love in re-
turn. 
It was in this manner that he gave himself 
to his work in the hospitals. It is small wonder that the 
soldiers loved him, and that Lincoln was to say of him 
on one occasion, nThat is a man! n .All that Vlhi tman felt, and 
l earned, and suffered during those long months until the 
close of the war , he poul.·e·d into "Drum Taps ," for the 
world to read, and - - - as is too often true 
to understand. 
fail 
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.Anne Gilchrist, who was always his staunchest 
friend and suppo l' ter, said of him, that l.tt To sit by the 
wounded and soothe them, or silently watch the dead, 1 was 
the pa:rt he chose. Du.:ring the whole war he 1·emained with the 
Army, but only to spend the days and nights, saddest, happi-
est of his life, in the hospital tents. It was a beautiful 
destiny for this lover of men, and a proud triumph for 
t his believer in the people ; for it was the people that he 
1 
beheld, tried by severest test s .n 
By this time, howeve:r, Vihi tman 1 s uncerta in 
financial resou:rees, V.ihich were being used freely in his 
1. Letters of Anne Gilchrist and Halt Whitman, pg .51 
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mini s trations, :reached such a l ovv ebb, t hat he was compelled 
to seek some means of augmenting them. Returns from the sale 
of hi s books came in slowly, but in the meantime he must 
have a surer· means of subsistence. Renee, he procured a pes-
ition as clerk, in the Department of the Interio~. He held this 
position for the remainder of the war.and a f terwards, while 
t he nation was sttuggling through reconstruction. 
Vlhi tman had come to love Washington, and as 
his circle of friends widened that love deepened, and even 
after his illness kept him away, he wa s always yearning for 
a return to the happy days of his clerkship, when he would 
s pen d hours riding with Peter Doyle; wal king in the soft 
haze of a Spl~ing t wilight, heavy with the fragrance of lilacs; 
or watching the glory of the sunset, reflected in the still 
green of the Potomac. 
"Shot gold, maroon, and violet, dazzling silver, 
emerald, fawn, 
The earth's whole amplitude and Nature's multi-
form power consign'd for once to colors; 
The light, the general air possess'd by them 
- - color s till now unknown, 
No limit, conf ins - - not the n estern sky alone 
- - the high meridian, North, South, a ll, 
Pur e luminous color fi ghting the silent shadmws 
to the last. tt 
But Vfhi t man was not destined to spend many 
months among his friends on the cler ical force in the Govern-
ment's sel:'vice. A copy of "Leaves of Gl:'aasn came to the 
attention of the S ecl~etal:'y of the Intel:'iol:', and because of 
cer tain befol:'e-mentioned passages, he was asked to resign, 
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He obtained an equally good position in the office of the 
Attorney General, and took no part in the controversy that 
ensued, that only favorable result of which seems to be the 
famous defence that was called forth, which gave to him the name 
that was to designate him in the last period of his life, 
"The Good Gray Poet." 
Up until this time, Whitman had always been 
considered the healthie s t of men. A greater part of his life 
had been spent in the open, and we can not help but feel that 
it is his own radiantly happy, and healthy self that sweeps 
bouyantly through his writings. But the months spent in 
the hospitals were a gr eater drain than he realized, and he 
was not able to stand the utter abandonment with which he 
had given himself in service. In 1864, his health began to 
fail. A few years later he suffered a para+ytic stroke, from 
which he never fully recovered. His power to work being thus 
removed, we come to the close of the second period of his 
life, as he leaves V!ashington, and his broad circle of friends, 
and takes up his residence in Camden, where he is to spend the 
~emaining nineteen years of his life. 
Of these lateT dzys, he himself says~ 
"The touch of flame - - the illuminating fire 
the loftiest look at last, 
O'er city, passion, sea - - o'er pTairie, mountain, 
wood - - the earth itself; 
The airy, different, changing hues of all, in 
falling twilight, 
• 
• 
Objects, and g~oups, bearings, f a ces, 
r eminiscences; 
The cal mer sight - - the golden setting, 
clear and b~oad: 
So much i' t he atmosphe~e, the points of 
view, the situation whence we scan, 
Brought out by them a lone - - so much (per-
haps the best) unreck'd before; 
The light's indeed f rom t hem - - - old age's 
lambent peaks. 11 
During some of these years he lived at t he 
home of hi s brother George, but, a fter his wr itings began 
to bring i n some i ncome, he wa s able to pur chase a home of 
his own, where he spent t he rest of his rathe r f ree and 
ea sy life - - with a hous ekeeper as his own companion . 
Elizabeth Leavitt Kelle~, i n her book ,_ 
n~Yalt Whitman in T.:ickle St~eetn, t~eats of those ye a1•s in 
hhi t man's life, in a manner that places Hhitman in a 1•athe~ 
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unfavorable light. She explains in detail, what has been 
mentioned in seve~al recent biographies t hat Whitman's t~ eat-
ment of his housekeepel• - - Ma~y Davis - - was f ar from 
exemplary. He is s aid to have allowed her to minister to hi m 
when he had no income; and that when money began to come in 
from his books and the few lectures that he wa s able to give, 
he made no e f fort to repay her. In the Mickle Street house, 
Mrs.Davis was compelled to live in the poo~est ~oom, while 
Whitman enjoyed the ~emainder of the house. 
lfr s .Keller admits that she is st~ongly pre-
judiced on the side of Mrs. Davis; and that she fe ars that 
• 
• 
she may have "handled the truth too freely - -without 
gloves.n She also shows, throughout the book, that there 
v;as never much complaint from !l'l.r s, Davis. It is to be feared 
that she may have allowed her prejudice to rule, and failed 
?6 
to make any allowance for the thoughtlessness of ._ a man, .racked 
b:y· constant pain, and the growing conviction that he was 
never to recover even the faintest semblance of his former 
robust health. De are compelled, after reading such a book, 
to a®1it the thoughtlessness, but at the same time, to 
make some allowance for Whitman's :physical condition, and the 
menta:t torture that must have accompanied it. 
His home became the mecca fo.r mru1y admirers, 
especially in the last ten years of his life. He made several 
tri:9s to Hew York, ano_ Philadelphia, and he became a familiar 
figure, in his characte.ristic dress and cane, on the streets 
of Camden. His vv:ri tings were bringing him in enough to 
enable him to live i n comfort, so that he c ould look out 
from rrold age'.s lambent peaks," and give his final thanksgiving: 
rrThanks in old age - - thanks ere I go, 
:51 o.r health, the mi c1. day sun, the impal:pa ble a ir 
- - for life, me.re life, 
For :pr ecious ever-l i ngering memories,(of you 
my mother dear - - you, father - - you 
br others, sisters, fr iends), 
For all my days - - not those of peace alone - -
the days of war the same, 
For gentle words, caresses, gifts from foreign 
lands, 
• 
• 
For shelter, wine and meat - - for sweet 
appreciation, 
(Yon distant, dim unknown - - or young , or old 
countless, unspecified, readers be-
loved, 
We never met, and ne'er shall meet- - and yet 
our souls embrace,long , close, and long); 
For beings, groups, l ov e , deeds, woras, books, 
for colors, forms, 
For all the brave strong men - - devoted, hardy 
men - -who've forwa:rd sprung in freedom's 
help, all years, all lands, 
For braver, stronger, more devoted men - -
( a special laUl•el er e I go, to life's war's 
chosen ones, 
The cannoneers of song and thought - - the 
great artillerists - - the foremost leaders, 
captains of t he soul): 
As soldier from an ended war return'd - - as 
traveller out of myriads, to the long pro-
cession retrospective, 
Thanks - - joyful thanks! a soldier's, 
t1· aveller' s thanks. n 
He came to the elld, s till cheerful, and 
mentally active,until, on Ha.:rch 26th, 1892, he was able 
to set forth on tha final glorious adventure of the soul 
whose goal was immo.:rtality. 
It still remains for us to make some estimate 
of his life, and see wherein we have any right to say that 
his philosophy was personalistic. The same conclusions are to 
be drawn he.:re that were reached in the second chapter - -
Whitman's poetry was an expression of his life. The nwo a.:re 
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so inseparably bound to-gethe~s to yield but one result. 
And if the writer was at all successful in the former attemp t 
to prove that the trend of Vihi tman' s poetry was toward per-
sonalism, the same line of reasoning should remain valid 
at this point. 
There has been a vast amount of criticism 
of ~7hi tman on the ground that he lived a life of bodily 
glotification, and even of indulgence. We can not deny the 
allegation, nor will an attempt be made to excuse him. The 
question of Hhi tman' s treatment of the body has likev:ise 
been explained, and the at tempt has been made to show that 
for him there was an essential unity between body and spirit, 
that pr ecluded any effort to glorify the one, without an 
equal glorification of the other. 
If there are those who question his bodily 
i ndulgences, we pause to listen to the tribute that his 
last physician, Dr . Al exander l.IcAll~ster, .has pa1i!.d him: 
"He was the most clean-minded and kind 
man I have ever met. I never heard him utter an obscene 
wo:rd. The magnificent personality of V'al t Vihi t man and 
his gener al comradeship, inspired hy his ingrained feel-
ings and intuitive beliefs conc erning the destiny of 
America, musr certainly have impressed all who met him 
long before he was knovm as a poet. He lived a life so 
broad and noble that it will be more studied and emulated, 
78 
• 
• 
and will sink deeper and deeper into the heu~t. The social, 
human world, through his aid will reach a level hitherto 
unat tained. The new life which he has preached has not been 
evern dreamed of yet, has not become yet an object of aspir-
ation to us .A:mericans. He has set the s park to t he pl:' epa.red 
fuel, the living glow has crept deeply into the dominant mass ; 
even now the tongues of flame be gin to s hoot fol:'th. The longer 
Vfhi tman is dead, the better he will be knovm . He s eems to me 
t he t ypic al Amel:'ican, the t ypica l modern, the source , and 
c enter of a new spiritual aspiration, saner and manlier than 
any heretofore. r;hi t man' s thought , that man has 'li•ri t hi n him 
t he element of the Divine, and that t his element was 
1 
capable of incl efini te g~ ovrth and expans ion." 
Fhi tman ' s l o~.r e was f or pe ople, wherever, and 
whenever he me t t hem, uhether in the homes of the wealthy , 
or i n the l odgings of the poor. He could think of people 
only as they lived and move d among people - - that is, that 
a per son is t~uly t hat, only as he is conceived of as liv-
i ng i n social relations. 
An d su~ely no one will question t hat rt hitman 
had a f irm and unshaken f a ith in God and immo~ tality . It 
breat hes through his poetry, and through his letters, 
and through his conversations, as we are able to read the 
fragment s of them t hat al~ e pre s erved f or us. Vi e al:'e not 
endeavoring to say that \ihitman 's life was blameless. It 
1. Keller. VFal t iihi tman in Mickle St l:' eet, pg . 201-2 
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\'.ias not, and the:re coul d be no hope of anything gained 
·we:re we to say tha t it was. There is too much evid9nce 
to the contrary for us t o make any such assertion • 
But, nhe loved the big show in Ame:rica, 
he had faith in the wholesomeness of common life, and 
common folk, he filled his day dreams with the trooping 
figures of ou:r industrial pageant, he gloried in our 
basal idea of human brotherhood, his lower mood was 
c:· oseed, more and more, by waves of divine ye :::.xning,and 
he has left a phenomenal recoxd, not only of the aspect 
of a paxt icular epoch in democratic evolution, but of the 
impression made by this strcnge, changeful world, this 
moxtal panorama on a mind reckless of traditions amd 
1 
conv entions. 11 
»s omebody ca lled Walt Whitman 
Dead! 
He is alive instead, 
Alive a s I am, \/hen I lift my head 
His head is lifted. W~en his bxave mouth speaks, 
tiy lips contain his word. il..nd when the rockex creaks 
Ghostly in Camden, there I sit in it and watch 
my hand grow old 
.P...nd take upon my constant lips, the kiss of younger 
t:cu th - - - - -
It is r:ty joy to tell and to be told 
That he in all the world and me, 
Can not be dead. 
That I, in all the world and him, youth aiter youth 
Shall lift my head." --
'VIi tte:r Bynne:r • 
1. Bates,.P~erican Literature,pg. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
TRE PERSONALI SM OF WALT vlHI TiviAN 
• 
• 
• 
THE PE::\SOlrAIJI SM OF V!ALT WHIT1iAH 
During the greater part of this thesis, 
Yfa l t ':.'hi tman ha s been standing a t the bal.• of judgment. He 
has been analyzed and criticised; viewed in every aspect 
of his life and works, both prose and poetry. A supreme 
effort has been ma de to let \:!hi tman speak for himself. 
r·e are so likely to pass sentence on what some one else 
has said regarding a person, that we too oft en f ail to 
a llow a per son to speatk for himself. And yet, after all, 
that should be the only basis upon which any critical 
estimate can be made. And while he has been testi fy i ng in 
his own behalf, there have of necessity cxept in the opin-
ions of othex pe ople, and their criticism, both fair, and 
prejudiced, both unfavorable, a nd favorable. 
There have been those to say that he was 
materialistic. We have attempte d to refu.1e such an accusation 
in the s econd chapte.t•, i n the analysis of \!hi tman' s poetry • 
.And Yhitman himself makes refutation , throughout his p.rose 
writings, and throughout his life. There was always a 
groping towards something higher , and broader, and better. 
No, V/hitman was not a materialist. 
But while -we have been att empting to p.rove 
him a pe.r sonalist, other accusations have cr ept in, that 
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must be faced, Vie can not rest assured in our proof, until 
we have attempted to refute all accusations. A fair verdict 
demands that all evidence, for and against, be presented 
and weighed• Then and only then, can our estimate have 
value, and having value, be valid. 
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The f irst r eply is that '\:fal t '·ihi t man is an indi-
vidualist. He elevates the individual; he place s everything 
else in a subordinate position; he g ives to eve rything else 
me l' ely instrumental value. So far we will go with his 
accusers. We, too, hold that things a:re instrumental, 
as long as they are willing to c onfine their accusations 
to thingg. Then , too, we are willing to affirm their 
statements that things a:ce subordinate, existing only in 
and for the individual. But the individualists go further, 
and say that v~·hi tman elevates the individual above other 
individuals; that the la tte.:r· have value onl :vr as they contri-
bute to the former; and that t he former is valuable in and 
of himself. VJ e wonde r i f V1 hi t man would not smile with us 
at the absurdity of the former statement. Such an elevation 
of any indiv idual, would. result i n the e qual elevation of 
all, tvi th the crr e sul t that all would be upon the same pln.he. 
The latte:r statement, VJhi tman himse l f' refutes 'far 'better 
than we could ever hope to do, in his constant .reference 
to the individual i n his social relat ions. We found that 
his thesis i n "Leaves of Grassn, is based upon such a 
• 
• 
p:c inciple. 
"One' s-Sel f I sing , a sirnjJle sepa:ca te 
Pe:r son, 
Yet utter the word dernocl'atic, the 
word,En.:.Masse." 1 
and th:roughout his poems, we find that he considers the 
i ndividual onl y in his relations, and such a consideration 
makes him - - - a per son. The same t heme may be heard 
throughout his p:cose writings - - - the value of pe:csonali ty. 
In t he thi:cd chap ter a quota tion from "Democratic Vistas" 
sta ted t his, in which Whitman set f orth the v;orth of the 
individual, the value a t tache d. to his sul~roundings, and 
closed v1i th the significant sta tement that, 11 the t v1o are 
2 
contradictory , but our task is to reconcile them." 
In h i s life, Vlhitman lived , wha t i n h is 
poetry and prose, he w.r ote. vie have said that before. Our 
repetition of it here, is in order tha t the truth of it 
may be driven home with the gr ea ter force. If we hav e been 
successful at all in ouJ:· .r efuta tion of 1rihi tman' s individ-
ualism, by means of his poet:cy and prose, .the same :ceas-
oning may be applied with equal cogency to his life. 
From such an accusation, we tu.rn to meet 
others , who say, \lhitman? Oh , yest he was a socialist . 
our answer to such an ac cusation mi ght well be made were 
we to refer such a ccuser s to his individualistic enemies 
and let the battle be f ough t out between t hem. But V!hi t-
1. Leaves of Grass, pg .l 
2 . Democ:catic Vi stas, pg . 3ll 
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man must have heard the same accusation; that, he "sought 
to destroy institutions,n and we let him make his own 
answer to the charge • 
"I heai< it vms charged against me t hat I 
sought to destroy institutions, 
but really I am neither for nor against 
institutions, . . (vVhat indeed have I in common vJi th them? 
or what with the destruction of them?) 1 
It is true, as has be en stated , t hat he 
holds that the individual be self - governing, and that 
that government is best which governs least. That sounds 
dangerousl y like our modern sociological definition of 
anarchism, until we read a little further, and find that 
his pleas are not for a lawless nation, but f or one in 
which the fewest possible laws are necessary, to cons erve 
both indi vidual and social values. 
~he writer holds that the strongest argu-
ment agai nst either accusation is - the other. A man 
who is pr imarily an individualist can not , under any cir-
cunstances, be a socialist; and the opposit e is e ~ually 
inconceivable. He mi ght be either one or the other, but 
never - - both. Since we are faced with both accusations 
we find ou:r selve s turning , for a way of escape, to an 
He g elian triad; i n which individualism becomes ou:r thesis, 
with socialism as an antithesis. For these two we have 
endeavored to furnish a synthesis in personalism. 
TH e can not say that 1'ihi tman ever termed 
1. Leaves of Grass, pg .l08 
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himself a personalist. As is often the case, the poet 
fo:ceshado"~ned the philosophel~. Vihi tman had. giv en hi.s con-
victions to the world, and had gone out on hisngl o:cious 
adventuren befo:re Bowne had outlined his philosophical 
system under the nrune of pe:csonalism; and befo:re later 
philosophers had strengthened these primary theses. 
Hence, v1e can not ask that he adhere strictly to a system 
of philosophy that was not known to him. And yet v1e were 
able to set forth ~ quite definitely, poetical expressions 
of the theses that were established in the fi:cst chapter . 
V/hi tman believed firmly in a :personal 
wo:cld that was a function of intelligence. For him the 
wo:cld of space and time; of change and identity; and of 
causality was not a world of reality. The ultimate r eal-
ity was to be found only in personality, and all things 
existed only in and for that personality, whichwas the 
highest value. 
1 
np.roduce great pe1·sons, the rest follows," 
hence, everything else is to be relegated to a subordinate 
:place. 
In. his concept of a pers on, Whitman ha s been 
found to be il;l harmony with personalistic philosophers . 
Such expressions of this as we have cited in the second 
chapter refute quite conclusively an individua listic ac-
cusation that might be b:cought fo:cwa:rd. Whitman's stress 
1. Leaves of Grass, pg .285 
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upon the social relationship is too strong, and too fre-
quent to be accidental. He was quite definitely and quite 
consciously emphasizing a fact that he believed to be fun-
damental. Being fundamental~ it lifts him out of the ranks 
of the individualist, and places him on that higher plane 
- - - per s onalism. 
Whitman's God was an immanent s :pirit. He 
found Him in eve:cything that he saw, in the people that 
he met on the street, 
"I n the face s of men and v,romen I see God, 
1 
and in my own face in the glass.n 
in objects about him. Yet beyond it all, and above it 
all, he still finds the spirit of God, and so he passes 
f:com the dangexous shoals of pantheism, into the cle 2-.r 
deeps of the iwJnanence of God, and personalism. 
Coupled with this, we find a firm belief 
in immortality, which makes man a sharer in divinity - -
a divinity that carries on through the unknown terror of 
death, into the unknown myste.r~r of life beyond, until 
nThe seas all crossed, weathered t he capes, 
the voyag e done." 
the final goal is realized, "the aim attained" , and 
"the elder Brother found, 
The Younger melts in fondness in his arms.n 
In Whitman's prose, we have found. the same 
1. Leaves of Grass , pg • . 75 
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n::cinciples ca:rried out consistently. Since Vi hi tman did 
not write philosophy as such. we have been f orced to 
read interpretatively. Such a reading, howeve:r, seems 
to war:rant our conclusions, and there is quite definite 
evidenc e that vvhat Whitman believed in his poetry v;ras 
carried over into his prose . 
His editorials, especially those t r eating of 
education and gov e rnm:e.n~t, set fo1·th quite cleurly the 
va lue of a human soul, and the necessity for such training 
as will enable him to live a full, free, and friutful 
life, in society. The former edito:rials lay particular 
emphasis upon the ttimmort al soul n, arnd the place that such 
a soul holds in the world, as the ultimate reality, to 
which learning is but instrumental. 
Throughout V!hi t man 1 s le t ters, we are able 
to trace his vital fa i th in man and in God, and in the 
g oodness of God 1 s purpose for those who are willing to 
"stand firmn. Such a faith has been made even mo:re deep-
rppted by a consideration of the backgl·ound of suff ering 
against which they were \II'Jl:'i tten. 
V!hi tman 1 s earlie l' prose v!ri tings were sa id to 
be £ oxmative. As such, thexefore, we ha ve been able to see 
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t he beginnings of his philosophy, which were to carry over into 
his poet:ry. v'ihen we turned to his later prose w:ci tings, written 
either during the various re-p:rintings of his poetry, or 
• 
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after them. we found his beliefs still in agreement with 
personalism. 
He expresses suc.h convictions quite definitely. 
when he s ays, as we have quoted before, 
~iot that half only, individualism, which isola tes. 
There is another half, which is adhesiveness or love, that 
fuses, ties, and aggregates, making the :races comrades, 
1 
and fraternizing all.,,. In this same essay we have ~ound 
the first use of the word npersonalismtt. r.rh:roughout all 
of his writings, Whitman has constantly us ed the words 
llperson 11 , and "per t:; onali ty". Here, we come to the first 
definite use of the word that is the object of ou:r dis-
cussion. 
Before que s \-. ioning V!hi t man 1 s use of such 
woi'ds, his lif e :remains to be summarized along philo-
sophical lines. He:re we can say no mor e than we sa id in 
the preceding chapter. Whitman 1 s writing s were his life. 
He lived what he w:rote and wrote what he lived. Vie have 
nowhere said that his life was on a consistently high 
level. In all fairness to Whitman, we have at tempted to 
give a correct view of him. Likewise, we have f ound that 
the lower element in his natu:re was reflected in his 
w:ritings, just as surely, and just as t:ruly as the higher • 
At the same time. we r e jected such portions of his poet:ry 
as being crude, and comparatively unimportant in compar-
1. Tiemo~~ atic Vistas, pg. 319 
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is on with that VIhich was higher and finer. In the same way, 
while admitting the e~ror, we feel that such an element was 
but a passing phase, and was so overshadowed by the big-
ness and cleanness of his higher life, as to fade into 
comparative insignificance. VJhitman lived his life, 
according to the best that he knew, and since, for 
him, all life, in its entirety, was divine, he found no 
reason for excusing ru1y of its expressions. 
Against any lower elements, we place .the 
remainder of his life - so freely spent for others, 
that it could not \Vi thstand the physical drain upon it, 
and made him, prematurely, a comparatively helpless, 
enti:t7ely hopeless, invalid. We are '1UiJ:lii1g so to place 
them,and we are not fe arfUl of the results of such a 
comparison. Vlhi tman' s love of humanity v'Jas so deep; his 
trust i n God was so unchanging; and pis belief in the 
immortality of the soul was so sure that many of his 
cr itics might stand before his example - - - - ashamed 
and silenced. Uncouth and rough ? Yes! So was that other 
champion of the Peo ple, whom V·:hi t man so greatly admired, 
and whom he, in a number of ways resembled. r.:hi tman and 
Lincoln never met, and yet the latter ha d but to see him, 
to exclaim, "There is a man:rr A man, who like Burns, 
hoped fo.t the day , when 
" - - Man to man, the world o'er, 
Shall brothers be, for a' that." 
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At the end, we turn to a consideration 
of the use 1hitman ma ue of personalistic terms. The f act 
that he used them is evident. The question becomes:Did he 
use them in a personalistic sense? or did he use them 
synonymously with individualistic terms? Tha t is, did 
he actually mean "a~e :r sonn, or did he mean "an individual"? 
Vias his t heme personali s ty, or was it individuality? Our 
attempt has been to pr ov e the forme.t<. \ii e said in the first 
part of this chapter that Whitman lived and wrote before 
per sonalism had been. outlined as a definite philosophical 
system. At the same time, our belief has strengthened into 
a conviction that, had he known what such words were later 
to conv ey in philosophy, he would have uttel .. ed then with 
the same ringing clearness~ 
And so, Vial t v7-hi tman stands at the bar of 
judgment . He has heard the charges preferred against him, 
and has refute d them. He waits for sentence . He has u s ed 
words, phrases, and ideas, which convey far greater t1•uths 
and deeper values than he may have been able to conc e ive, 
however much he may have sensed them with a poet's pro-
phetic vision. 
Our philosophers have outlined a sys tem 
which they too have called pe.:t sonalism. They have defined 
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it and given it very definite basic :priuciples. They have 
made it deep enough and br oad enough to !include all humanity; 
• 
• 
they have made God an immanent Spirit; they have made 
man a sha~e~ in divinity, by making him an immorta l soul, 
11 capable of ca~rying, c:.reating, and perpetuating values" • 
~or them, a person has supreme worth in a personal world, 
and in a system of persons, related through a Supreme Per-
sonality - - - God. 
Is that what you meant, 1[;alt Vihitman? You 
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have said that you were neither an individualist, nor a social-
ist. Ar e you a personalist? Now that philosophers have ex-
plained what your poet's vision saw seventy years ago , are 
you willing to go the whole way with them? Shall we let 
you.:r wo.:rds, phrases, and ideas stand? 
1f!hitman answers us clearly, and surely , and 
\Ve must acquit him on his own evidence. :B, o.:r he has s poken for 
himself, and , in the face of all accusations , he seems to 
answer back, I · am a Personalist, as he l'ei tera tes his 
theme , 
"Chanter of Personality, outlining what is yet 
to be, 
1 
I project the history of the future." 
l.Leaves of Grass, pg .3 
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